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Population. 

The  Thirteenth  Decennial  Census  of  Scotland  was  taken 
during  1921.  Census  Day  was  originally  fixed  for 
24th  April,  but,  as  stated  in  the  Preliminary  Report  of 
the  Registrar-General,  had  to  be  postponed  to  19th  June 
on  account  of  extensive  industrial  unrest.  The  result  is. 
that  while  the  Census  population  of  the  Country  as  a whole 
mav  not  be  materially  affected,  the  figures  for  local  areas 
are  not  so  trustworthy,  and  accurate  comparisons  between 
this  and  previous  Censuses  cannot  so  readily  be  made. 

The  population  of  the  whole  County  of  Dumfries  is 
stated  at  75,365,  which  is  25-10  or  3-5  per  cent,  more  than 
in  1911.  Deducting  the  population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dum- 
fries, it  is  59,587.  Of  this  number  14,010  are  found  in 
the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar,  Loehmaben,  Lockerbie, 
Moffat  and  Langholm,  and  45,547  in  the  five  Local  Govern- 
ment Districts.  Increases  have  taken  place  in  Sanquhar 
and  Moffat  Burghs  to  the  extent  of  12-7  per  cent,  in  the 
former  and  16-7  per  cent,  in  the  latter.  In  the  five  Dis- 
tricts there  are  increases  in  three — Thornhill  (S-4  per  ccui..), 
Dumfries  (31),  and  Annan  (19-4).  Decreases  have  taken 
place  in  Lockerbie  District  to  the  extent  of  16  per  cent., 
and  in  Langholm  District  to  the  extent  of  5-3.  Parishes 
showing  material  increases  of  population  include  Dornoek. 
where  the  increase  is  960,  or  117  1 percent.;  Gretna.  1757, 
or  145  0 percent.;  and  Kirkconncl,  1274. -or  59  4 per  cent. 


The  figures 

for  the 

Districts 

are  : — 

1921. 

1011 

Census. 

Districts. 

M. 

p. 

Total.' 

Acres. 

Thornhill 

6,273 

0,425 

12.698 

11,710 

-2 14, 90S 

Dumfries 

4,110 

4.709 

8,819 

8.555 

7 8,503 

Annan 

6.012 

0,539 

12.551 

10,515 

83,865 

Lockerbie 

4.077 

4.332 

8,409 

8,5-1 5 

170,859 

Langholm 

1 ,526 

1,514 

3,070 

3,242 

130,1 13 

Couni  v L’wnrd 

21,998 

23,540  • 

45.547 

42,507 

084,308 
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Births. 

The  total  number  of  Births  in  the  County  Landward 
was  1082  (500  male,  522  female),  a decrease  of  1G7  from 
the  figure  of  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1000  living 
vas  23-750.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years 
was  22-0-14.  The  figures  for  each  District  are 


Districts. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Birth-rate  per 
1000  persons 
living. 

Thornhill  .. 

102 

157 

319 

25-122 

Dumfries  .. 

107 

91 

19S 

22-451 

Annan 

100 

150 

316 

£3-177 

Lockerbie  ... . 

9S 

S4 

. 182 

21-043 

Langholm 

33 

34 

67 

21-824 

County  Landward 

500 

522 

10S2 

25-756 

Of  the  1082  births,  955  were  legitimate  and  127  illegiti- 
mate. The  proportion  of  legitimate  births  to  married 
women  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  was  242  per 
1000.  The  figures  for  each  of  the  Districts  are  : — 


Estimated 
number  of 
married  women 

Number  of 

Rate  per  1000 
married  women 

Districts. 

living  between 
15  and  45. 

legitimate 

births. 

living  between 
15  and  45. 

Thornhill  . . 

1 129 

293 

259-51 

Dumfries 

752 

170 

220  00 

Annan 

1084 

270 

254-61 

Lockerbie 

733 

154 

21009 

Langholm 

. 252 

02 

240  03 

County  L’waid 

3950 

955 

241-77 

The  proportion  of  ille, 

gitimatc  births  to 

unmarried 

women  and  wit 

lows  living 

between  the  ages 

of  1 5 and 

45  was  20  41  pe 

r 1000,  and 

the  proportion  to 

total  births 

1 1 7 per  1 000. 

The  figures  for  the  Districts  are 
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Estimated  number  Rates  per  1 000  Proportion 

of  unmarried  cr.marrr>.i  ofii>giti- 


women  k*  rr.t a to 

and  w idows  Number  of  and  v idea*  1 yyj 
living  between  illegitimate  living  between  total 


Districts. 

1 5 and  45. 

births. 

15  and  45. 

birth* 

Thornhill 

1 G83 

2G 

15-45 

81 

Dumfries 

1252 

28 

22-36 

141 

Annan 

. *1667 

40 

23-90 

12G 

Lockerbie  

1192 

28 

23  47 

153 

Langholm  

429 

5 

11-65 

74 

County  Landward  ... 

G223 

127 

20-41 

117 

Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 


The  number  of  births  intimated  under  these  Acts  were 
944,  or  138  less  than  the  number  registered.  The  figures 
for  each  District  are  : — 


Districts. 

Medical 

Practitioners  Midwives 
notifying,  notifying. 

Other 

Persons 

notifying. 

Births 

notified. 

Births  in- 
tima’od  by 
Registrars. 

Thornhill 

9 2 

1 

247 

319 

Dumfries 

16  2 

185 

198 

Annan  

. . 13  3 

* 2 - 

2.s2 

31G 

Lockerbie 

13 

108 

1 82 

Langholm 

4 

62 

67 

From  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar,  Lockerbie, 
Moffat,  and  Langholm  were  also  notified  234  births.  The* 
total  number  intimated  to  the  County  Health  Office  was 
1178,  of  which  1091  were  received  from  medical  practitioners, 
79  from  midwives,  and  8 from  householders.  In  addition 
22  were  discovered  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  3 by  one  of 
the  District  Nurses.  The  removals  of  1G  children  into 
the  County  from  areas  in  which  they  had  been  born  were 
also  intimated,  making  a total  of  1219  on  the  Register  for 
1921. 

The  work  of  visiting  and  reporting  on  certain  of  these 
has  been  done  by  one  Health  Visitor  and  9 District  Nurses. 
The  former  was  on  duty  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ; the 
district  nurses  did  not  begin  this  work  till  April.  An 
attempt  is  being  made  to  establish  or  extend  Nursing 
Associations  in  parts  of  the  County  where  no  nurse  is  avail- 
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able,  but  the  movement  has  not  yet  been  attended  with 
mueh  success.  Six  hundred  and  fifty-three  children  have 
been  seen  during  the  year — 2.38  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who 
also  made  .303  revisits  ; the  remainder  (395)  were  seen 
by  the  District  Nurses  at  Dunscorc,  Moniaive,  Thornhill, 
Sanquhar,  Kirkconnel,  Ruthwcll,  Carrutherstown,  Aifna.ii, 
and  Moffat. 

Of  the  053  visited,  001  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
wholly  breast  fed,  3-8  per  cent,  partially  so,  18-4  per  cent, 
on  cow’s  milk,  and  S-7  per  cent,  on  various  infant  foods. 


The  following  conditions  were  noted  : — 

Eye  affections  (mostly  slight  discharges)  17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  8 

Affections  of  mouth  5 

Digestive  troubles  15 

Skin  eruptions  2 

Rupture  . ...  ... . 1 

Bronchial  Catarrh  . 1 


In  one  instance  a child  suffering  from.  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  was  brought  to  the  Kirkbank  Clinic  for  treat- 
ment along  with  the  mother,  who  suffered  from  Gonorrhoea. 
Both  were  detained  for  28  days,  and  when  discharged  the 
child’s  eyes  were  clear,  a probable  blindness  in  future  life 
being  prevented. 

Under  the  scheme  of  Child  Welfare  the  Health  Visitor 
and  District  Nurses  also  give  assistance  in  visiting  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  and  following  up  cases  of  defects  found 
in  School  Medical  Inspections.  The  Health  Visitor  assists 
also  at  the  female  V.D.  clinic. 

Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

The  following  statement  has  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board  : — 

1.  In  Dumfries  County  nine  midwives  certified  by  the 
Midwives’  Board  have  intimated  their  intention  to  practise 
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in  the  areas  of  Thornhill,  Dumfries,  and  .Annan  Districts. 
No  intimations  have  been  received  from  Lockerbie  and 
Langholm  Districts.  The  names  of  midwives  who  have 
given  intimation  are  : — 

In  Thornhill  District — 

.Jane  Cardie,  4 Aisne  Street,  Kirkconnel. 

Mary  S.  M.  Watson,  Wanlockhead. 

Mary  Waugh,  Dunscore. 

In  Dumfries  District — 

Margaret  Callender,  Craigend  Cottage,  Dumfries. 
Jane  Clark,  14  Church  Crescent,  Dumfries. 

Rachel  Porteous,  Gasstown,  Dumfries. 

In  Annan  District — 

Ruth  Evelyn  Cromarty,  20  The  Rand,  Eastriggs. 
Sarah  Ferguson,  C East  9,  Gretna. 

Annie  Jane  M'Carl.  Springfield,  Gretna. 

Practically  all  of  these  act  as  maternity  nurses  as  well  as 
mid  wives. 

2.  The  births  attended  bv  midwives  in  1921  and  the 
percentages  to  the  total  numbers  notified  and  registered 


wore  : — 

Attended 

Total 

Tol  al 

rercentag 

■es  ol  llirths 

l.v 

births 

births 

atUmled  bv 

>1  idui-  es  to 

Districts. 

Mid«i\  rs. 

Notified. 

R<  givtritil. 

Notified. 

Itvcisi  cred. 

Thornhill 

17 

247 

319 

G-SS 

5 33 

Dumfries 

4 

185 

198 

21 G 

2-02 

Annan  

... . 58 

282 

31 G 

2057 

IS  35 

3.  Three  cases  of  Emergency,  in  which  medical  prac- 
titioners were  called  in  under  Section  22  of  the  Act,  during 
1921  were  notified.  They  Mere  all  in  the  practice  of  one 
midwife  in  Annan  District,  the  reasons  given  in  two  cases 
being  “ Presentation  R.O.A.,“  and  in  the  thin!  “ Ruptured 
Perineum.” 

4.  No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  noti- 
fied by  midwives  in  1921.  Eight  such  eases  wne  intimated 
by  medical  practitioners. 
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5.  One  case  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  a midwife  in  the  Annan  District.  The  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives 
in  this  area  (1  in  58)  was  1-7  per  cent.  The  percentage 
to  the  number  of  births  intimated  by  the  midwife  in  question 
was  3 4.  The  patient  recovered.  No  other  eases  of  Puer- 
peral Fever  were  not i lied  by  midwives  or  medical  practi- 
tioners, but  a death  from  this  cause  was  transferred  into 
Thornhill  District  statistics  by  the  Registrar- General. 

6.  Two  still-births  were  notified  from  Annan  District, 
the  proportion  to  the  number  of  births  attended  by  mid- 
wives in  that  area  being  3-4  per  cent.  Fourteen  still- 
births in  this  Distric  t were  notified  by  medical  practitioners, 
being  6-3  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  notified  by  them. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  wish-  of  the  Midwives’  Board  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Midwives, 
•it  may  be  said  that  the  County  Medical  Officer  attends 
to  the  work  as  part  of  his  public  health  duties  and  no  special 
salary  is  paid. 

8.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  births  attended 
bv  mid  wives  is  much  greater  in  the  Annan  District  than 
in  any  of  the  others.  This  is  a relic  of  the  munition  days 
in  Gretna  and  Eastriggs  Townships,  when  miclwives  were 
practically  appointed  by  the  Munition  Officials.  There 
docs  not  appear  to  be  enough  work  for  any  woman 
restricting  herself  to  the  duties  of  a midwife  that  is, 
undertaking  to  attend  confinements  on  her  own 
responsibility.  1 hey  consequently  act  in  man^  instances 
also  as  maternity  nurses  under  the  control  of  the  medical 
practitioners  engaged  by  the  patients.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  practice,  being  more  ideal,  will  become  more  common 
in  Dumfriesshire. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  intimated  by  Registrars, 
the  transfers  (in  and  out),  and  consequent  adjustments 
were : — 


Adjusted  f LlirH. 


Deaths  Transfers  Tran-fers 


Districts. 

registered. 

in. 

out. 

ToU). 

M. 

F. 

Thornhill 

..  135 

27 

3 

159 

71 

SS 

Dumfries 

15° 

11 

8G 

77 

28 

49 

Annan 

..  13S 

14 

14 

138 

73 

65 

Lockerbie 

115 

13 

16 

1 12 

17 

•55 

Langholm 

38 

4 

..... 

42 

20 

oo 

County  L’ward 

57S 

GO 

119 

528 

249 

279 

The  Registrar-General's  figures  for  the  five  Districts 
summed  up  show  a total -of  02  transfers  in.  and  70  transfers 
out.  Seven  deaths  of  Dumfriesshire  residents  which 
occurred  elsewhere  (six  of  them  in  the  Cumberland  Infir- 
mary) have  not  been  included,  and  thedeaths  of  individuals 
in  the  Crichton  Royal  Institution  and  Ministry  of  Pen  rib 
Hospital  at  Gretna  who  had  residence  furth  of  Scotland 
have  not  been  excluded,  the  reason  pv  ly  beinu  that 
the  Registrar-General  desires  to  make  the  number  of  deaths 
after  adjustment  tally  with  the  number  of  registered  deaths 
in  the  whole  of  Scotland.  .Admittedly  thri  prevents  am 
proper  comparison  of  the  District  rates,  but  the  Registrar- 
General  docs  not  see  his  way  either  u>  transfer  such  cases 
outside  Scotland  or  to  place  them,  as  has  l.-  en  suggested, 
in  a special  list.  The  result  is.  that  in  hi<  figures,  parti- 
cularly for  the  District  of  Dumfries,  the  death-rate  is  over- 
stated. 


The  rates, 

crude,  oorrcc 

ted  for  transfers,  and 

also  for 

age  and  sex  distribution,  in 

the  live  1 

listriets  are 

: — 

Districts. 

Crude 

dtuth-raU‘8. 

l>(»ih-m«s 

corrected 
lor  tranefera. 

Death-rates 
c-orrt  tied 
also  Jo r 

age  and  aex 

distribution. 

Dates 

ac  i.rdinir  to 
Iteyistrar. 
General. 

Thornhill 

....  10-632 

12-522 

1 1 -338 

11  5 

Dumfries 

.....  17-235 

8 731 

7 336 

10  0 

Annan  

.....  10  995 

10-995 

10022 

10-3 

Lockerbie 

13-676 

13  318 

12-098 

li-9 

Langholm 

12-378 

13  681 

1 1 -584 

116 

Count v L’ward 

12-000 

1 1 -592 

10-350 

11-0 

The  factors  for  correct  ion  of  ago  and  sex  distribution 
are: — Thornhill  District,  : Dumfries,  -8403;  Annan, 
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•Olio;  Lockerbie,  -9084;  Langholm,  8-407;  Comity 
Landward,  -S929. 

The  classification  of  deaths  according  to  cause  in  each 
District,  and  the  death-rates,  corrected  for  transfers  and 
age  and  sex  distribution,  ' are  given  in  the  two  tables 
following  : — 


DEATHS  IN  COJNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1921. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Tiioru- 

( 

1 TV 

j Dam- 

Annan. 

Lock- 

Lang- 

Ct'LlilV 

lull. 

fries. 

erbie. 

holm. 

L’ud. 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• a. 

... 

Measles  .... 

• * • 

. .. 

... 

... 

• • * 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

Whooping-cough  . 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Diphtheria  .... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

•1 

Influenza  .... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargic  a 

... 

... 

... 

... 

» • * 

Erebro-spinai  Meningitis 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

15 

7 

• 9 

G 

4 

41 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

2 

3 

... 

... 

0 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

Malignant  Tumours 

10 

i i 

14 

1 1 

12 

04 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

a * • 

... 

... 

*•  1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  C'.S.  or  Tub.) 

3 

... 

1 

1 

5 

Apoplexy  .... 

16 

9 

15 

13 

i 

5t 

Heart  Disease 

16 

4 

20 

10 

4 

till 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

3 

2 

2 

... 

7 

Bronchitis  .... 

5 

0 

3 

3 

2 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

5 

5 

4 

27 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

1 

... 

6 

10 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

1 

5 

1 

7 

Appendicitis 

I 

... 

. . . 

i . 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

3 

... 

. . • 

... 

... 

3 

•’'ephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

7 

2 

9 

2 

2 

22 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

of  Pregnancy,  Ac.  . 

i 

... 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

f Malformations 

' 9 

8 

... 

13 

7 

4 

■1 1 

Suicido  .... 

1 

1 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

4 

i 

0 

9 

20 

Other  Defined  Diseast-s  . 

26 

20 

25 

23 

i i 

107 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

5 

1 

2 

0 

i 

15 

- 

m - 

Total 

159 

77 

138 

112 

42 

528 

0 
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DEATH-RATES  IK  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1921. 

(Corrected  for  Aoe  and  Sex  Distribution.) 


■Cause  of  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 
Tvphus  Fever 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  . 

Influenza 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
1 erehro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
I’ulnionary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Otlier  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub 
Apoplexy 
Heart  Disease 
Diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 
Suicide  . . 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases 
ill-DeCned  Diseases 


Total 


Thorn- 

hill. 

Dum- 

fries. 

Annan. 

Lock- 

erbie. 

Lang- 

holm. 

••• 

... 

... 

••• 

••• 

... 

... 

• •• 

— • 

... 

•071 

... 

;;; 

... 

• 143 

... 

073 

... 

... 

•143 

•095 

•073 

• •• 

... 

• • • 

••• 

•073 

... 

•27C 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•073 

... 

... 

•071 

... 

... 

... 

1-070 

•067 

-054 

•G4S 

1 103 

•143 

... 

•218 

... 

... 

... 

•108 

... 

•071 

... 

... 

... 

1-141 

1048 

1017 

MSS 

3 309 

... 

... 

•10S 

... 

•214 

... 

•073 

•108 

... 

1-141 

•858 

1-089 

1-404 

•276 

1-141 

•381 

P452 

1-728 

1103 

•214 

•145 

•210 

... 

•350 

•572 

•218 

•324 

•551 

• 927 

•470 

•303 

•432 

... 

•214 

•095 

... 

■643 

... 

... 

•095 

•303 

• 108 

T71 

... 

• •• 

••• 

•214 

... 

M* 

•499 

•191 

•054 

• 210 

•551 

•071 

... 

... 

... 

’ 

071 

•115 

... 

... 

•042 

•702 

•944 

•750 

1103 

•071 

• • • 

... 

... 

•285 

•095 

•430 

•972 

... 

1-997 

1-900 

1-810 

2-4  85 

3 034 

350  • 

•005 

145 

•G48 

•276 

11-338 

7*330 

10  022 

12-099 

11-563 

County 

L-s-d. 


020 
•059 ' 
•078 
•039  $ 

...  I 
020 « 
029, 
8 04  * 

ons 

•020 

-020$ 

1-255, 

020, 


-09S 

1058 


1 


1 70 
137 
•372 

•19 
•13* 
020 

-u59 

•431 

•020 


l 

7 


•M9 


•604  » 
•020 
•392 
2-097 
•294 


10-351 


V. 
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The  Age  ami  Sex  Distribution  of  the  52S  deaths 
was  : — 


’ Under  1 year 

Estimated 
j'opulation 
in  aye  periods, 

500 

Number 
of  deaths. 

38 

Perccntepe 
of  total. 

15-26 

Rate  per  1000 
living  in  each 
aye-period. 

07-857 

1 — 5 years 

1 .892 

10 

402 

5-2S5 

eo 

5 15  „ 

4,520 

0 

3 01 

1 -991 

K 

15—25  „ 

4,001 

14 

5 02 

3-499 

< 
W— - 

i 

25 — 45  ,, 

5,030 

25 

10  04 

4-440 

45 — (55  „ 

3,945 

40 

• 18-47 

1 1 060 

. Over  05  ,, 

1,450 

107 

42-9S 

73-792 

' Under  1 year 

522 

37 

13-26 

70-S83 

1 * 5 years 

1,802 

11 

3 94 

0-104 

CO 

5 — 15  „ 

4,514 

10 

3-58 

2-215 

< < 

15—25  „ 

3,885 

12 

4-30 

3-089 

s 

r_ 

25-45  „ 

0,420 

22 

7-89 

3-427 

»— ( 

45 — 05  ,, 

4.454 

57 

20-43 

12-797 

Over  05  ., 

1,952 

130 

40-00 

00-598 

' Under  1 year 

1,082 

75 

14-20 

09-310 

1 — 5 years 

3.094 

21 

3-97 

5 0S5 

3 

5 15  ,, 

9,034 

19 

3-00 

2 103 

< . 
— • 

15-25  „ 

7,880 

20 

4-92  * 

3-297 

o 

25—45 

1 2,050 

47 

8-92 

3-900 

45 — 05  ,, 

8.399 

103 

19-51 

12  203 

Over  05  ,, 

3,402 

237 

44-88 

72  595 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  were  75  (38  male,  37  female).  The  rate 
per  1000  births  was  09-32,  the  male  rate  being  07-80  and 
the  female  70-88.  The  rates  in  the  Districts  were: — 


Males. 

Keniale?. 

Total. 

Thornhill  ..  . 

43-21 

03  09 

53-29 

f 

Dumfries 

74-70 

87-91 

80-81 

Annan  

93  75 

04-10 

79-11 

Lockerbie 

01-22 

59-52 

00-44 

Langholm 

60-00 

1 17  65 

89  5S 

4 

Countv  Landward 

67  80 

70-88 

09  32 
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The  mortality  rate  among  infants  born  in  wedlock 
in  the  County  Landward  was  59-7,  among  infants  born  out 
of  wedlock  141-7. 


Return  of  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1921, 
showing  net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year 
in  County  Districts  of  Dumfriesshire. 


Cause  of  Death. 

If 

C 2 

s . 

'C  er 
C.X 
Z t 

c 

c " 
crci 

| 

1~ 

C 

x = 

= S 

" is 
c r: 

u 

o m 

X 
X .2S 
Z c, 

C T 

CO 

u 

V , 
~Z  cr 
ext: 
rz  c: 
ZJ 

"c  ** 

f-1 

X 

5 S 

OG  — 
XS  ** 

g" 

> u 
a; 

c 

f l« 
: =1 
c “ 

la  ^ 

ZL  x 

5 — 
c 

tr  • 
c *"• 

X t- 

zz  a 

— c 

g* 

— u. 

C c 
H 5 

. ii  / Certified  . 

A.l  Can.es  | Uncertified 

23 

9 

... 

4 

3 

42 

14 

1 

9 I 

5 

4 

74 

1 

Smallpox  . 

... 

Chickenpox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

...  « 

... 

Whooping-cough 

... 

... 

.**. 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases'  . . - 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous) . 

1 

1 

O 

Convulsions 

i 

... 

i 

... 

. ... 

1 

O 

1‘neumoniu  (all  forms)  . 

... 

1 

i 

3 

4 

£ 

Bronchitis  ... 

... 

1 

l 

1 

i 

Laryngitis  . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Diarrhu-a  and  Enteritis 

... 

1 

i 

3 

i 

4 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

... 

l 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

*> 

i 

3 

f. 

... 

... 

6 

Premature  I’.irth  . 

13 

l 

*> 

O 

is 

1 

... 

19 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus 

2 

4 

c 

S 

1 

10 

Atelectasis  . . . 

I 

... 

i 

1 

Injury  at  Until  . 

5 

... 

r 

5 

Suffocation,  Oveilying  . 

...  1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Syphilis 

...  1 

...  ; 

... 

...  1 

Hickets 

All  other  causes  . 

...  ! 

2 i 

... 

o 

1 

...  1 

...  ) 

1 

4 

Total 

23 

9 i 

< 

3 

42 

» 

9 1 

5 ) 

4 1 

75 

N'i't  Ttirth«  in  / Legitimate  ...  055 

the  year  *t  Illegitimate  ...  127 


N-t  lK  ..th<  in  i Legitimate  Infants  ...  f>7 
the  year  \ Illegitimate  Infants  ...  18 
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The  Doalhs  in  the  five  Districts  (County  Landward) 
classified  in  age  groups  and  according  to  cause  were  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15-25-35-  45-  55-  05- 

i l 1 i 

75- 

85 

! All 

Unn» 
per  10iX) 

Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox 

... 

Measles 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

•()*><» 

Whooping-cough  . 

"i 

<> 

3 

•O.V» 

Diphtheria 

... 

2 

1 

1 

4 

•Q7K 

Influenza 

i 

... 

... 

1 

o 

•030 

Encephalitis  Lethnrgiea 

... 

Cerebro  spinal  Meningitis 

i 

... 

1 

•n°o 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

... 

1 

] 

•020 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

... 

... 

1 

2 

13 

11 

4 

7 

2 

... 

... 

41 

•804 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

i 

5 

•uos 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

... 

] 

i 

■020 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

i 

•<>2<r 

Malignant  Tumours 

... 

... 

1 

O 

«. 

0 

16 

22 

13 

1 

64 

1 . »>  r - 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

1 I ... 

1 

•020 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

l 

3 

... 

] 

5 

•008 

Apoplexy 

...I  ... 

... 

] 

1 

11 

J5 

23 

3 

u 

P0')S 

Heart  Disease 

i 

i 

1 

2 

10 

7 

21 

14 

3 

GO 

PI  7<; 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

i 

3 

9 

1 

7 

• ! :j  7 

Bronchitis  . 

7 

1 

... 

1 

... 

i 

5 

2 

2 

10 

•>  1 “ 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

8 

2 

i 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

2 

27 

•520 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

. 2 

3 

10 

• 1 05 

Enteritis  (under  2 vears) 

7 

... 

... 

... 

7 

• 1 37 

Appendicitis 

... 

1 

... 

i 

•1)20 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

i 

] 

] 

3 

•050 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

l 

... 

1 

1 

... 

O 

1 

4 

5 

0 

1 

22 

•431 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

... 

) 

1 

•020 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

• • • 

... 

... 

1 

2 

3 

•050 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 

and  Malformations 

41 

41 

•80 1 

Suicide 

1 

] 

•O20 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

i 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

n 

o 

1 

3 

2iV 

•IP? 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

6 

4 

4 

I 

3 

4 

8 

10 

(1 

18 

20 

18 

107 

2*  h'j# 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

1 

I 

... 

0 

5 

2 

,5 

2 y \ 

Total 

75 

21 

1 

10  20 

22 

25 

44 

50 

103 

90 

- 

52S4  0-251 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

' - '•  ■ 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  from  the  County  Landward  during  1921  was  four 
hundred  and  thirteen.  Of  these,  193  were  notified  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  and  220  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under 
Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897.  They 
comprised  : — 

(1)  Notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 


Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1SS9  : — 

Enteric  Fever  2 

Scarlet  Fever  108 

Diphtheria  57 

Erysipelas  24 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Continued  Fever  1 


(2)  Notified  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1 ?>D7,  Section  7S  : — 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6 

Chickenpox  ....  82 

Malaria 2 

Dysentery  1 

Pneumonia,  Primary  .....  ...  17 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  .....  SO 

Tuberculosis  (Non -pulmonary)  .. ..  32 


The  proportion  of  eases  notified  to  1000  persons  was 
906. 

The  notifications  received  each  month  were  : — 

J»n.  TiK  Mnr.  Aj>i . M»  ,'um  AuK  Aup  S.  ft  Oct.  N"'.  Ore  Tctnl* 

Enteric - — 2 

Scarlet  Fever 12  9 11  8 8 f>  6 8 12  9 9 11  10S 

Diphtheria*  10  G 12  4 3 5 1 1 3 7 5 57 

Erysipelas  8 1 4 12  1 2 .*  3 2 24 

Puerperal  Fever  .....  1 - — 1 
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•inn.  Feb.  Mar  Apr.  May.  Juno. 'July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oi  t.  Nov.  Pee.  fY-tnls 

Continued  Fever  1 .....  .....  „...  1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  2 1,....  1 2 G 

Chickenpox  13  12  S 7 G 24  9 1 2 82 

Malaria  - 1 1 2 

Dysentery  i 1 1 

Pneumonia 

(Primary)  8 3 2 2 1 1 .....  17 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  .....  4 7 10  10  13  3 14  5 4 1 5 4 80 


Non-pulmonary  1 ...  5 5 7 1 2 6 2 2 1 32 


Totals  51  40  50  39  42  40  34  25  26  16  2S  22  413 


The  Age-incidence  is  shown  in  the  following  summary 
of  the  returns  for  the  five  Districts  made  to  the  Board  of 
Health 

At  all  Under  land  Sand  15  and  25  and  45  and  65  and 
ago*.  1.  under  5.  under  15.  under 25.  under 45.  under  (55.  upward 


Enteric  Fever  . 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

108 

18 

70 

16 

4 

Diphtheria 

57 

1 

8 

35 

8 

5 

Erysipelas 

24 

2 

4 

9 

G 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Continued  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

6 

G 

Chickenpox 

Malaria 

82 

2 

8 

27 

44 

3 

2 

Dysentery 
Pneumonia — 

J 

1 

Primary  . . 

Tuberculosis — 

17 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Pulmonary  . ... 

80' 

10 

20 

3G 

11 

Non-pulmonary  32 

2 

5 

G 

7 

12 

3 


3 


3 


Totals  413  19  G1  170  62  74  18  9 
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The  notifications  from  eacli  District  were : — 


Thornhill. 

Dumfries. 

.Annan. 

Lockerbie.  Langholm. 

Totals. 

Enteric  Fever  ..... 

..... 

2 

..... 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

33 

34 

IS 

10  13 

108 

Diphtheria 

35 

i 

6 

7 2 

57 

Erysipelas 

9 

5 

5 

5 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 1 

..... 

1 

Continued  Fever 

1 

I 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Chickenpox 

46 

9 

25 

2 

82 

Malaria 

..... 

1 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Pneumonia — 
Primary 

5 

4 

S 

17 

Tuberculosis — 
Pulmonary  ... 

21 

23 

23 

11  2 

SO 

Non-pulmonary 

13 

6 

10 

3 

32 

Totals  164 

' S6 

97 

49  17 

413 

No  case  of  Smallpox  was  reported.  The  Hospital 
has,  most  fortunately,  not  required  to  be  brought  into  use 
for  a period  of  seventeen  years. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  intimations  of  Conscientious 
Objection  to  Vaccination  were  reported  by  Registrars— 
65  in  Thornhill  District,  43  in  Dumfries.  34  in  Annan,  23 
in  Lockerbie,  and  5 in  Langholm.  Of  the  65  intimated 
in  Thornhill  53  were  from  Kirkeonnel,  at  present  the  most 
densely  populated  part  of  the  County.  An  outbreak 
of  Smallpox  would  be  a very  serious  menace  both  to  the 
health  and  finances  of  the  County. 

Eightv-two  notifications  of  Chickenpox  were  made 
between  January  and  September,  when  the  disease  ceased  to 
be  compulsorily  notifiable.  The  majority  of  these  were 
from  the  Districts  of  Thornhill  (46)  and  Annan  (25).  In 
the  former  District  eleven  were  notified  from  Kirkeonnel 
and  sixteen  from  Sanquhar  Landward. 
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Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  in  November, 
one  from  Annan  Landward  and  one  from  Dalton.  Both 
appeared  to  be  mild  cases,  blood  from  the  former  agglu- 
tinating B.  Typhosus,  and  from  the  latter  B.  Paralyphosus. 
Neither  case  was  removed  to  Hospital,  and  both  made  good 
recoveries.  No  actual  source  of  the  disease,  either  in  the 
Typhoid  or  in  the  Paratyphoid  case,  could  be  ascertained  ; 
but  as  the  outbreaks  were  so  limited,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  infection  may  have  been  from  food  which  in  both 
instances  might  have  been  obtained  out  with  the  County. 


The  number  of  cases  notified,  deaths,  and  various  rates 
during  the  past  five  years  have  been  : — 


Cases  

1917. 

4 

1918. 

1 

1919. 

3 

1920. 

2 

1921. 

2 

Deaths 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Sickness-rate  per  1000 

•072 

•018 

•05S 

•045 

•044 

Mortality- rate  per  1000 

•018 

•018 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Case-fatalitv  per  1000 

2.30-  1000* 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

One  hundred  and  eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
reported  from  twenty-nine  parishes — thirty  in  the  first 
quarter,  twenty-three  in  the  second,  twenty-six  in  the 
third,  and  twenty-nine  in  the  fourth.  Almost  thirty- 
nine  per  cent,  were  from  the  parishes  of  Morton  (17),  Kirk- 
michael  (14),  and  Dumfries  Landward  (11).  Seventy- 
seven  families  were  affected,  fiftyT-six  to  the  extent  of  one 
case  in  each,  sixteen  with  two,  four  with  three,  and  two 
with  four  in  each.  The  two  latter  were  families  in  remote 
parts  of  Kirkmahoe  and  Westerkirk,  from  which  the  cases 
could  not  be  conveniently  removed.  Ninety-five  were 
admitted  to  Hospitals — thirty  to  Thornhill,  thirty-nine  to 
Lochmaben,  eighteen  to  Annan,  and  eight  to  Eskdalc. 
Four  cases  in  Thornhill  and  one  in  Eskdalc  were  found  to 
have  Diphtheria  Bacilli  on  their  throats. 

The  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  the  sickness  and 
mortality  rates,  and  the  case-fatality  from  this  disease 
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during  the  past  five  years  in  the  County  Land'.vard 
were : — 

1917.  1918.  1919.  1920.  1921. 

Cases  97  76  13S  74  10S 

Deaths  .....  3 1 3 0 1 

Sickness-rate  per  1000  1-77  1-38  2-6.3  1-G9  2-37 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  -055  -018  -038  nil.  -<>2 

Case-fatality  per  1000  30-93  13  16  21-73  nil.  9 26 

The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  were  fifty-seven, 
and  were  received  from  twenty-one  parishes.  Twenty- 
eight  were  reported  in  the  first  quarter,  twelve  in  the 
second,  two  in  the  third,  and  fifteen  in  the  fourth.  Fifty 
families  were  affected,  forty-five  having  one  c-ase  in  c-ach, 
four  having  two,  and  one  four. 

Twenty-five  eases  were  proved  baet • biologically  to  he 
true  Diphtheria,  thirty  gave  a negative  result,  and  from  two 
no  swab  was  submitted.  Fifty  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospitals — thirty  to  Thornhill,  thirteen  to  Lochmaben, 
five  to  Annan,  and  two  to  Eskdale.  There  were  four 
fatalities.  The  number  of  cases  notified,  of  deaths,  and  of 
various  rates  during  the  past  five  years  have  been  : — 

1917.  1918.  1919.  1920.  1921. 

Cases  ...  96  73  73  49  57 

Deaths  ....  4 3 3 5 4 

Sickness-rate  per  1000  1 73  1-33  1 44  1-11S  1-231 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  -073  -033  -058  -114  -078 

Case-fatality  per  1000  4167  41  09  40  00102-04  70  173 

Twenty-four  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  intimated. 
There  was  one  fatality,  the  patient  being  a man  of  71  who 
also  suffered  from  Bronchitis. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  one  of  Continued  Fever, 
six  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  two  of  Malaria,  one  of 
Dysentery,  seventeen  of  Pneumonia,  and  one  hundred 
and  twelve  of  Tuberculosis  were  also  notified.  The  case 
of  Puerperal  Fever  proved  fatal.  Tlic  case  vf  Continued 


is- 


Fever  Mas  notified  after  an  examination  of  the  blood 
negatived  Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  six  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  two  Mere  intimated  from  Kirkconnel,  one. 
from  Kirkmichael,  one  from  MousMald,  one  from  Gretna, 
and  one  from  Moffat  Landward.  The  last  of  these  M’as 
admitted  to  Kirk  bank  for  treatment.  The  cases  of 
Malaria  occurred  in  a Moman  visitor  in  Lockerbie  District 
mIio  had  acquired  the  disease  in  West  Africa,  and  an  ex- 
service  man  in  the  M.O.P.  (Cumberland)  Hospital  at 
Gretna,  from  which  also  the  case  of  Dysentery  was  notified. 

As  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is 
hum  administered  in  the  Burghs  as  M-ell  as  the  Districts 
by  the  ‘Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
it  may  he  most  convenient  to  include  the  112  cases  notified 
from  the  Districts  and  20  from  the  Burghs  in  one  report, 
as  has  been  done  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in.  the 
following  statement. 

The  total  notifications  Mere  138,  an  increase  of  11 
on  the  numbers  of  the  previous  year.  They  may  be 
classified  as  folloMS  : — 


Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Pulmonary  46 

52 

98 

Xon-pulmonary  27 

13  . 

40 

73 

65 

13S 

The  number  received  each  3Tear  since  1914,  when 
notification  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  made  com- 
pulsory, was  : — 


Year.  Pulmonary.  Xon. Pulmonary.  Total. 

1914  109  22  131 

1915  89  45  134 

1916  142  56  198 

1917  117  54  171 

1918  117  40  157 

1919  95  44  139 

1920  94  33  127 

1921  98  40  138 
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The  Non-pulmonary  cases  comprised  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  Glands 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen  

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints* 

Tuberculosis  of  Skin  

Tuberculosis  of  Central  Nervous  System 
Tuberculosis  of  Other  Parts 


20  cases. 
6 

9 „ 

1 „ 
o 

“ JJ 

o 


Total 


_ 40 


In  addition,  six  cases  notified  as  Pulmonary  hod 
Non-pulmonary  complications. 


The  Quarterly  Incidence  of  the  Notifications 


was  : — 

First  Quarter  . 36 

Second  Quarter. 4G 

Third  Quarter  3S 

Fourth  Quarter IS 


The  areas  from 

which  cases 

were  notified  1 

were  : — 

Pulmonary. 

N on  Pul m onary 

Total, 

Thornhill  District  

21 

13 

34 

Dumfries  District  

23 

G 

29 

Annan  District 

23 

- 10 

33 

Lockerbie  District  . 

11 

o 

o 

14 

Langholm  District 

2 



O 

Annan  Burgh 

G 

•) 

8 

Sanquhar  Burgh  

1 

1 

2 

Lochmaben  Burgh 

' 1 

] 

o 

Lockerbie  Burgh  ... 

4 

G 

Moffat  Burgh 

4 

. ... 

4 

Langholm  Burgh  

o 

o 

4 
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The  Age-incidence  of  the  cases  was  : — 


Under  1 year  2 

1 to  5 years  7 

5 to  15  years  1G 

15  to  25  years  32 

25  to  45  years  G2 

45  to  65  years  15 

Over  G5  years  4 


13S 

Of  the  113  over  15  years  of  age,  70  were  insuied 
under  the  National  Insurance  Acts,  43  were  not. 

Trade  or  Profession. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified,  22  were  described  as  having 
no  occupation,  and  14  were  school  children.  The  remainder 


were  employed  as 

follows  : — 

Domestic  Duties 

....  30 

Message  Boys  

2 

Farm  Workers  ..... 

13 

Nurses  

2 

Soldiers  

9 

Blacksmith 

l 

Labourers 

S 

Boilermaker 

1 

Clerks  

...  6 

Chauffeur 

l 

Shopkeepers  and 

Cycle  Agent 

1 

Assistants  

.....  5 

Gardener 

1 

Railway  Employees 

....  4 

Lodging-house  Keeper 

1 

Miners  

4 

P.O.  Employee 

1 

Engineers 

3 

Shepherd  

1 

Fishermen 

2 ' 

Slaughterer  

1 

Mill  Operatives 

2 

Tailor  

1 

Masons  

2 

In  addition  to  those  described  as  “soldiers,”  eight 
other  patients  were  ex-service  men. 
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Housing  Condition s. 

3 cases  occurred  in  houses  of  1 room. 

40  cases  occurred  in  houses  of  2 rooms. 

32  cases  occurred  in  houses  of  3 room's 

10  cases  occurred  in  houses  of  4 rooms. 

8 cases  occurred  in  houses  of  •”>  rooms. 

23  cases  occurred  in  houses  of  more  than  5 rooms. 

16  cases  were  notified  from  Institutions. 

Of  the  last,  12  were  notified  from  the  Crichton  Rcvr! 
Institution,  and  4 from  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  (Cumber- 
land) Hospital,  Gretna. 

After  History. 

Of  the  138  cases  notified,  30  had  died,  2 had  left  the 
County,  and  100  survived  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Among 
the  deaths — 

3 took  place  before  notification. 

12  took  place  within  a month  of  notification. 

8 took  place  in  one  to  three  months  after  notification 

6 took  place  in  three  to  six  months  after  notification 

1 took  place  over  six  months  after  notification. 

Treatment. 

At  1st  January,  1021.  Sanatorium  Benefit  ceased  to  be 
included  among  the  benefits  conferred  on  insured  persons 
bv  Part  I.  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1011.  The  duty 
of  providing  all  necessary  treatment  for  tuberculous  persons, 
apart  from  medical  attendance,  was  laid  on  Bocal  Autho- 
rities. So  far  as  insured  persons  are  concerned,  medical 
attendance  is  still  given  by  panel  j tract  it  ioners. 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  Local  Authority  for 
Tuberculosis,  the  scheme  of  treatment  being  administered 
bv  its  Public  Health  Committee,  on  which  representatives 
from  the  six  Burghs  sit  for  ibis  purpose.  Its  activities 
arc — the  pro\  ision  of  Institutional  Ircalment  in  Sanatoria 
and  Hospitals,  and  Domiciliary  treatment  by  provision  of 
(</)  Medicines,  {//)  Medical  Comforts,  and  (e)  Appliances, 


Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Treatment. 

Of  (lie  138  persons  notified  during  1921,  51  were  ad- 
mitted to  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
In  addition,  18  persons  notified  prioi  to  1st  January, 
1921.  were  admitted  or  re-admitted,  making  a total  of  G9. 


Their  disposal  was 

Notified  in  Previously 

1021.  notified.  Total. 

Loehmahen  Hospital  25  9 34 

Mcathop  (Westmorland)  5 4 9 

Bridge-of-Weir  2 2 4 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Royal  Infirmary  17  3 20 

Other  Institutions  .....  2 0 2 

Total  51  IS  09 


Amongst  the  51  notified  in  1921,  0 were  admitted 
( u ice,  viz.  : — 

2 were  transferred  from  Loehmahen  to  Meat-hop. 

I was  transferred  from  Loehmahen  to  the  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Ro3fal  Infirmary. 

1 was  transferred  from  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 

Infirmary  to  Loehmahen. 

2 were  twice  admitted  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 

Infirmary. 

Provision  of  Medicines. — Prescription  books  similar 
to  those  used  for  insured  persons,  hut  with  necessary 
alterations,  have  been  prepared  and  issued  to  all  tuber- 
culous patients  v ith  instructions  to  present  them  to  the 
medical  attendants  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  write  a 
prescription.  After  the  prescriptions  are  dispensed  the 
forms  are  retained  by  the  chemist  and  'sent  at  convenient 
intervals  to  the  County  Medical.  Officer,  through  whom 
they  pass  to  the  Central  Checking  Bureau,  where  the  price 
payable  to  the  chemist  is  calculated.  The  chemists  are 
afterwards  paid  by  the  County'  Clerk  on  the  authority  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee, 
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. Medical  Comforts. 

\These  arc  generally  articles  of  diet,  more  especially 
milk,  eggs,  and  fish,  which  may  he  necessary  for  a tuber- 
culous patient,  but  which  he  may  not  be  in  a position  to 
provide  for  himself.  They  may  be  ordered  by  the-  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  on  his  own  initiative,  or  more  frequently 
on  the  request  of,  and  after  consultation  with,  the  practi- 
tioner in  attendance.  Such  medical  comforts  were  supplied 
to  nine  persons  durjng  the  year. 

Appliances. 

These  include  such  things  as  spinal  jackets,  splints 
for  tuberculous  joints,  &c.  None  have  been  required 
during  the  year. 

Shelters. 

Fifteen  were  issued  in  1921 — seven  to  patients  notified 
during  the  year,  and  eight  to  patients  previously  notified. 
There  are  at  present  30  shelters  in  use  throughout  the 
County. 

Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis. 

Tire  number,  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
in  the  County  is  estimated  as  follows  : — • 


Pulmoiwry. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Thornhill  District 

...  GO 

85 

145 

Dumfries  District  .. 

...  45 

30 

75 

Annan  District 

...  40 

40 

80 

Lockerbie  District  ... 

...  30 

20 

50 

Langholm  District 

12 

4 

16 

Annan  Burgh 

15 

10 

25 

Sanquhar  Burgh  ... 

3 

I 

10 

Loehmabcn  Burgh 

o 

5 

Lockerbie  Burgh 

s 

4 

12 

Moffat  Burgh 

..  12 

4 

1G 

Langholm  Burgh 

20 

4 

24 

Total 

247 

213 

4 GO 
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The  general  administrative  methods  are  t lie  same  as 
described  in  former  years. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  work  under  the  V.  D.  Combination  has  been 
developed  during  the  year  by  the  opening  of  the  Clinic  at 
Kirkbank  on  1st  June. 

The  machinery  now  available  for  Anti-Venereal  work 
consists  of — 

Laboratory  investigations  for  diagnostic  purposes. 

Out-patient  treatment  at  Kirkbank  Clinic. 

In-patient  treatment  in  selected  cases,  if  necessary, 
at  one  of  the  large  hospitals  (e.p.,  Edinburgh 
Royal  Infirmary),  as  may  be  arranged. 

Issue  of  ” Salvarsan  “ substitutes. 

(1)  Laboratory  Investigations. — 274  examinations  were 
made  during  the  year  for  patients  resident  within  the  areas 
of  the  combining  authorities.  Specimens  sent  from  the 
Dumfries  and  Galloway  Roj'al  Infirmary  are  not  included 
in  the  figures  for  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries,  as  the  performance 
of  such  tests  for  the  Infirmary  was  arranged  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  V. D.  Combination,  and  many  of  them 
are  required  merely  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  venereal 
disease  in  an  undiagnosed  case. 

(2)  Out-Patient  Treatment. — The.  Clinic  at  Kirkbank 
was  opened,  as- already  .stated,  on  1st  June.  There  are  two 
sessions  per  week — for  male  patients  on  Wednesdays,  and 
female  on  Saturdays,  in  each  case  at  10  a.m.  From  the 
date  of  opening  to  31st  December,  44  patients  attended, 
the  average  number  of  attendances  per  patient  being  m3. 

Thirty-two  suffered  from  Syphilis.  The  treatment 
for  this  condition  consists  of  the  intravenous  injections  of 
Xovarsenobillon  combined  with  Mercury,  the  latter  being 
generally  given  bv  intramuscular  injection,  but  sometimes 
orally.  The  average  number  of  injections  in  a course  is 
seven.  This  mav  have  to  be  followed  bv  one  or  more 

* v 
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half -courses,  according  to  the. case.  Unfortunately  many 
cease  attending  before  their  treatment  is  completed.  Care 
is  taken  to  explain  to  every  patient  at  the.  beginning  of  the 
course  that  he  will  probably  feel  quite  well  long  before  he 
is  finally  cured,  and  that  he  must  continue  to  come  for 
treatment  till  told  that  he  may  safely  discontinue  it.  All 
promise,  but  many,  finding  their  symptoms  entirely  dis- 
appear after  one  or  two  injections,  cease  attending,  thus 
running  the  risk  of  a relapse  later  on.  Of  the  thirty -.two 
patients  who  commenced  treatment  during  1021,  twelve 
gave  up  attending  before  the  primary  course  was  completed. 
Two  of  them  are,  however,  understood  to  be  receiving 
treatment  from  their  own  doctors,  and  at  least  one  has 
left  the  district. 

Gonorrhoea. — The  out-patient  treatment  of  this  disease 
presents  great  difficulties,  as  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  patients  should  attend  daily  in  the  early  stages.  This, 
of  course,  is  not  practicable  in  the  ease  of  persons  living  at 
a distance,  and  self-treatment  at  home,  unless  carefully 
supervised,  is  apt  to  do  as  much  harm  as  good.  Ten 
patients  attended  for  treatment.  Three  of  them  are 
continuing  treatment,  two  are  apparently  cured,  and  live, 
one  of  whom  is  believed  to  have  left  the  County,  ceased 
attendance.  Uncured  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  are  apt  to  l e 
followed  by  conditions  that  may  eventually  prove  fatal, 
and  it  lias  been  estimated  that  life  in  such  instances  is 
shortened  by  one-third. 

Cost  of  Treatment  at  Kirkhavk. — It  is  difficult  to  give 
a definite  figure  for  this, as  the  duration  of  treatment  varies 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  case  and  the  stage  at  which 
it  comes  under  treatment.  The  co-t  of  the  Xovarseno- 
biJIon.  which  is  the  chief  expense  in  the  treatment  of 
> -.S\ jihilis,  amounls  to  £2  2s  for  the  usual  primary  course 
and  18s  for  each  follow-up  course,  or  £3  for  an  average 
treatment  of  a patient  coming  under  observation  in  the 
primary  or  early  secondary  stage  of  the  disease,  though 
those  with  more  advanced  conditions  require  longer  treat- 
ment at  correspondingly  greater  cost. 
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The  actual  cost  of  the  dosage  of  Novarsenobillon,  &c., 
used  during  the  seven  months  after  the  opening  of  flic  Clinic 
was  £39  18s,  or  an  average  of  less  than  2.1s  per  patient,  a 
ligurc  explained  by  the  number  of  uncompleted  courses. 
Tonics,  when  required,  have  usually  been  prescribed  and 
got  by  the  jiatient  at  his  own  expense. 

The  cost  of  drugs  for  patients  suffering  from  Gonorrhoea 
rave  in  the  ease  of  those  treated  by  Vaccines,  is  small.  A 
single  course  of  Vaccine  treatment  costs  16s.  The  actual 
sum  for  eight  patients  treated  in  this  way  was  £3  11s, 
and  the  average  cost  per  patient  was  8s  HHd,  a figure  again 
explained  by  the  number  of  uncompleted  courses. 

In-Patient  Treatment. — Two  patients  were  sent  to  the 
Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary.  An  infant  suffering  from 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  the  mother,  who  suffered 
from  Gonorrhoea,  were  housed  and  treated  at  Ivirkbank  for 
four  weeks.  This  was  done  in  the  hope  of  saving  the 
infant’s  eyesight,  as  the  case  was  a severe  one,  which 
threatened  to  end  in  blindness  if  not  properly  treated.  The 
result  of  the  treatment  was  good,  the  eyes  being  quite  free 
of  disease  when  the  child  was  discharged. 

Issue  of  Salvarsan  Substitutes. — One  hundred  and 
forty-seven  doses  of  Novarsenobillon  or  Neokharsivan 
were  issued  to  practitioners — 1 17  for  patients  in  Dumfries 
Burgh,  21  for  patients  in  Maxwelltown,  and  9 for  patients 
in  Dumfriesshire  exclusive  of  Dumfries  Burgh.  The 
number  issued  in  the  five  months  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  Clinic  was.  1 J 4 ; in  the  seven  months  after  opening,  33. 

Hospitals. 

Ninety-five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  forty-nine  of  Diph- 
theria, two  of  Erj’sipelas,  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  one  of 
Tuberculous  Meningitis,  and  one  of  suspected  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis  (for  observation)  were  removed  from  the 
Districts  to  the  Count}7  Hospitals.  Four  of  suspected 
Enteric  Fever,  seventeen  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  forty-three 
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of  Diphtheria  were  removed  front  Burghs.  One  case  of 
Malaria  and  one  of  Dysentery  were  notified  from  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  Hospital  at  Gretna. 

The  admissions  to  each  of  the  County  Hospitals  w ere  : — 


Thornhill 


[ Thornhill  District 
[Sanquhar  Burgh 


Loehraaben- 


’ Dumfries  District 
Lockerbie  District 
Lochmaben  Burgh 
Lockerbie  Burgh 
Moffat  Burgh 
.Annan  District 


Annan 


f Annan  District 
[Annan  Burgh 


Eskdale 


[Langholm  District 
| Langholm  Burgh 


5 22 


30  7 

.....  9 5 2 

4 3 

.....  1 9 

I 

...  18  5 

4 5 5 

8 2 

1 4 


In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  admitted  to  Loch- 
maben Hospital  eleven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Dumfries 
Burgh,  and  thirty-six  cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  various 
areas  in  the  County 


Housing. 

Plans  were  submitted  for  the  building  of  sixteen  new 
houses  and  alterations  on  twenty-four.  Intimation  without 
plans  was  given  of  alterations  in  one  instance.  Of  these, 
Id  were  from  Thornhill,  12  from  Dumfries,  o from  Annan, 
G ffoni  Lockerbie  and  2 from  Langholm  Districts. 

Practically  all  the  Housing  Schemes  referred  to  in  the 
' previous  Report  have  been  dropped  on  a'eount  of  the  pio- 
hibitivc  prices  and  the  financial  state  of  the  country.  Tn 
the  case  of  Thornhill  District,  twenty-four  of  the  houses  to 
he  built  at  Kellohank  were  sanctioned,  and,  in  response  to 


a special  appeal  from  the  District  Committee,  fifty  more 
have  been  approved,  on  account  of  the.  very  serious  condi- 
tions at  Kirkconnel;  while  in  Annan  District  two  houses 
for  roadmen  have  been  provided  by  an  alteration  of  the 
Old  Kirtlcbridge  Inn.  The  following  statement  regard- 
ing  Kirkconnel  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  support 
of  the  appeal  to  sanction  more  houses  : — 

*“  The  population  of  this  parish  has  more  than  trebled 
itself  during  the  past  thirty  years.  At  the  Census  of  181)  1 
it  was  10S7 ; of  1901,  1248;  of  1911,  2144:  and  of  1921 
3418. 

The  population  of  Kirkconnel  Village  in  1911  was 
1490.  The  figures  for  1921  have  not  yet  been  published, 
but  an  enumeration  by  the  police  in  1920  gave  a popula- 
tion of  3182  to  the  parish,  of  which  2013  wore  in  the  village. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  parish  in  1901 
wa.s2.74;  in  1911.380;  and  in  1920,  <332.  The  numbers  in 
the  village  were  in  1911,  206,  and  in  1920,  434. 

An  analysis  of  the  figures  of  the  police  enumeration  in 
1920  shows,  that  of  the  434  houses  in  the  village,  19  were 
one-roomed,  29S  two-roomed,  102  three-roomed,  11  four- 
roomed,  2 five- loomed,  and  2 six-roomed.  The  19'  onc- 
roomed  houses  contained  54  persons,  298  two-roomed  171 1. 
102  three- roomed  701.  1 1 four-roomed  01,  2 five-roomed  Hi, 
and  2 six-roomed  10. 

Among  the  one-roomed  houses  are  7 with  3 persons, 
and  6 with  4 in  each. 

Among  the  two-roomed  houses  are  38  containing  0. 
39  with  7,  12  with  9,  6 with  10,  0 with  11,  2 with  12,  and 
1 with  13  in  each. 

Among  the  three-roomed  are  17  with  8,  9 with  9.  10 
with  10,  6 with  11.  0 with  12,  2 with  13,  and  one  with  14 
persons  in  each. 

There  arc  thus  1312  persons,  or  practically  50  per  cent., 
of  the  village  population  living  under  conditions  of  more 
or  less  overcrowding. 
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This  overcrowding  is  not  perhaps  reflected  in  the 
Crude . death-rates  of  the  parish  (averages  1S91-1900, 
1 5-508  per  1000;  1901-1910, 14-886;  1911-1920, 13-593),  but 
the  infantile  mortality-rates  are  instructive.  These  latter 
average  102  per  1000  births  in  1891-1900,  SS  in  1901-1910, 
and  106  in  1911-1920.  The  police  enumeration  of  the 
parish  in  1910  was  1098,  the  Census  ligures  of  the  following 
year  being  2144. 

Some  of  the  Tuberculosis  figures  are  also  instructive. 
There  is  a row  of  IS  two-roomed  and  16  three-roomed  houses 
called  Nithside  Terrace.  The  total  population  is  236,  of 
whom  165  are  living  in  more  or  less  overcrowding.  During 
the  past  five  years,  twelve  notifications  have  been  received 
from  nine  families  in  the  Terrace — one  from  a family  of  three 
persons,  one  from  a family  of  four  and  one  from  a family 
of  five  living  in  two-roomed  houses;  five  from  four  families 
of  nine  persons  each,  one  from  a family  of  ten,  and  three 
from  a family  of  eleven  living  in  three-roomed  houses. 

The  figures  must  not  of  course  be  stressed  too  much, 
but  they  are  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  Tuberculosis  and 
Overcrowding  arc  closely  associated  ; and  a further  point 
that  may  be  made  is.  that-  although  the  population  of 
Kirkconnel  parish  at  the  last  Census  (3418)  is  5-7  per  cent, 
of  the  County  population,  including  all  the  Burghs  e xcept 
Dumfries  (59,857),  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  since 
1914  have  been  125  out  of  a total  of  1180.  or  10  G per  cent." 


The  complaints  n 
were  : — 


4 

Thornhill  District  ... 
Dumfries  District  ... 
Annan  District 
Lockerbie  District ... 
Langholm  District 


ceived  of  defective 


housing  conditions 


13 

15 


IS 


S 2 13  G8 


30 


The  letters  and  intimations  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897,  Section  19,  were  : — 
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issued,  and  it  was  found  unnecessary  to  take  further  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  addition  to  these  nuisances,  three  cases  of  Over- 
crowding— one  in  Thornhill,  one  in  Dumfries,  and  one  in 
Annan  Districts — were  dealt  with.  Five  letters  were  also 
written  drawing  attention  to  breaches  of  Building  Regu- 
lations, c.g.,  rooms  without  fireplace  or  flue  and  requiring 
special  ventilation,  and  position  of  privies  in  relation  to 
houses.  These  defects  have  been  corrected. 

Water  Supplies. 

As  usual,  samples  from  the  fourteen  Special  Water 
District  supplies  have  been  taken  each  quarter. 

The  results  have  been  somewhat  varied.  Blackshaw 
samples  were  the  only  ones  which  showed  constantly  good 
results  from  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  points  of  view. 
Thornhill,  Kirkconncl,  Crawick,  Eaglesficld,  Bankshill,  and 
Ecclcfechan  have  all  given  very  favourable  reactions  to  the 
chemical  tests,  but  have  occasionally  shown  rather  high 
B.  coll  contents.  Glcncaple,  Lower  Annnndale,  and 
It uth well  supplies  have  shown  low  contents,  but  the  albu- 
minoid ammonia  results  in  the  chemical  tests  have  been 
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high,  indicating  vegetable  contamination.  In  Glcncaplc 
also  the  samples  of  the  second  and  fourth  quarters  showed 
considerable  algoid  growth.  Moniaive  showed  high  B.  coli 
content  and  high  albuminoid  ammonia  with  suspended 
matter  in  the  tlmxl  quarter.  The  samples  of  the  other 
three  quarters  were  favourable.  Penpont  showed  very 
similar  results,  with  the  exception  that  there  was  no  sus- 
pended matter.  Dumfries  Landward  supplj*  generally 
showed  high  albuminoid  ammonia  content  but  very  favour- 
able bacteriological  results  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
quarters.  Rockhall  showed  high  albuminoid  ammonia 
content  except  in  the  third  quarter,  and  low  B.  coli  content 
in  the  first,  second  and  third  quarters.  Matters  in  sus- 
pension were  observed  in  all  four  samples. 

Certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  the 
Gtencaple  supph',  among  other  things  a sand-trap  being 
placed  on  one  of  the  feeder’s  of  the  reservoir  to  diminish  rise 
amount  of  suspended  matter  that  tended  to  be  carried 
into  it. 

Twenty-seven  samples  from  private  supplies  were 
examined  chemically  and  thirty-one  baeteriologicalh . 
The  results  were  intimated  to  parties  responsible,  and  advice 
given,  or  action  taken,  as  the  cir  cumstances  required. 

Disposal  of  Sewage  and  Pollution  of  Streams. 

The  sewage  from  the  six  Special  Drainage  Districts 
;yrd  the  Burghs  continues  to  be  dealt  with  as  in  the  past. 
As  prices  have  not  come  down  to  a reasonable  figure  yet, 
the  improvements  required  on  certain  of  them  have  not 
been  carried  out.  Langholm  Burgh  and  Rowanburn 
Village  still  discharge  sewage  which  does  not  undergo  any 
purification.  Thornhill  works  are  very  ineffective.  As 
the  housing  scheme  for  Annan  District  has  been  practically 
abandoned,  the  proposed  purification  works  mentioned  in 
the  Report  for  1920  will  no.t  be  required. 

With  regard  to  other  pollution  of  streams, complaints 
were  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  discoloured  state  of  the 


32 


River  Nith  above  Kirkconncl.  The  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Ayrshire  was  communicated  with,  but  he  could  find  no 
distinct  evidence  that  coal  washings  were  being  discharged 
into  the  river,  as  suggested  b}T  some  of  the  complaints.  He 
added,  however,- that  the  Manager  of  the  Collieries  at  Mew 
Cumnock  admitted  “ the  pumping  from  the  pits  of  a large 
“ quantity  of  water  more  or  less  coloured  with  iron  and 
“ other  minerals  which  is  discharged  into  the  Kith  ; but  as 
“ this  water  is  in  the  same  condition  as  that  in  which  it  has 
“ been  raised  from  the  mine,  there  can  be  no  objection  to 
“ it  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act/’ 

Water  pumped  from  a mine  is  frequently  as  dirty  as 
effluent  from  coal  washers,  but  Section  ~>  of  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1S76,  creates  a serious  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  such  conditions  as  arc  seen  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Kith.  The  wording  is:  “Every  person  who 
“ causes  to  fall  or  flow  or  knowingly  permit-  to  fall  or  flew 
“ or  to  be  carried  into  any  stream  any  solid  matter  from 
“ any  mine  in  such  quantities  as  to  prejudicially  interfere 
“ with  its  due  flow,  or  any  poisonous,  noxious,  or  polluting 
“ solid  or  liquid  matter  proceeding  from  any  mine,  other 
“ than  water  in  the  same  condition  as  that  in  which  if  has 
“ been  drained  or  raised  from  such  mine,  shall  be  deemed 
■“  to  have  committed  an  offence  against  tin.-  Act,  unless  in. 
“ the  case  of  poisonous,  noxious  or  polluting  matter  he 
“ shows  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  having  cognisance 
“ of  the  case,  that  he  is  using  the  best  practicable  and 
“ reasonably  available  means  to  render  harmless  the 
“ poisonous,  noxious  or  polluting  matter  so  falling  or  flowing 
“ or  carried  into  the  stream.” 

A curious  condition  arose  on  the  unused  mill  dam  on 
the  Crawiek.  It  was  feared  that  the  dam  was  dangerous 
to  children,  and  to  obviate  this  it  was  closed,  with 
the  result  that  its  bed  became  a serious  nuisance  which 
had  to  be  remedied  by  allowing  the  water  to  pass  through 
it  again. 

Complaints  were  also  received  of  pollution  of  a stream 
from  which  a drinking  supply  was  taken,  of  pollution  by  dis- 
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charge  from  two  Creameries,  and  of  a somewhat  c-va>  • jjt 
pollution  of  a small  stream  by  domestic  washings.  These 
were  investigated,  and  advice  given  as  to  their  prevention 
or  mitigation. 

Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

Work  in  the  four  Special  Scavenging  Districts—  Kirk- 
connel,  Thornhill,  Eeclefechan  and  Rowanburn — con- 
tinues to  bo  satisfactorily’  performed.  Ashpit  nuisances 
from  time  to  time  arise  in  other  villages,  and  an  extension 
of  Scavenging  to  these  would  be  of  considerable  benefit; 
but  as  this  involves  rating,  it  cannot  well  be  pressed  until 
the  financial  position  is  easier. 

Dairies. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  1st  January,  1921. 
was  401.  Twenty-nine  were  added  during  the  year  and 
none  taken  off,  so  that  the  number  at  31st  December  was 
430,  of  which  137  were  in  the  Thornhill  District,  103  in 
Dumfries,  72  in  Annan,  104  in  Lockerbie,  and  14  in  Lang- 
holm Districts.  The  Veterinary  Inspector  found  his  time 
much  occupied  under  the  Agricultural  Committee,  more 
particularly  with  investigations  of  sudden  deaths  among 
animals,  and  was  unable  to  make  more  than  203  visits  of 
inspection.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  5(i,  a total  of 
259.  Two  animals  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  and  in  one  of  these  proceedings  were 
taken  for  a.  contravention  of  Section  15  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1SS5.  which  enacts  that 
if  at  any  time  disease  exists  among  the  cattle  in  a dairy 
“ or  cowshed  or  other  building  or  place,  the  milk  of  a diseased 
“ cow  therein — 

(nr)  shall  not  be  mixed  with  other  milk  ; and 
(h)  shall  not  he  sold  or  used  for  human  food  ; and 
(c)  shall  not  be  sold  or  used  for  food  of  swine  or  other 
animals,  unless  and  until  it  has  been  boiled." 

Jt  was  admitted  that  though  one  quarter  was  known 
to  be  the  subject  of  some  disease,  the  milk  from  the  other 
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quarters  was  mixed  with  the  milk  from  the  rest  of  the  herd 
and  sent  out  fur  sale  to  a town  in  the  North  of  England, 
where  the  milk  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  The 
dairyman  was  convicted  and  a fine  of  £3  imposed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  dairy  trade  has  now  increased 
in  the  County  to  such  an  extent  that  a part-time  Veterinary 
Surgeon  cannot  overtake  the  necessary  inspections,  more 
especially  when  he  is  also  occupied  with  other  investi- 
gations. Some  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  but  this  interferes  to  a certain  extent  with 
other  routine  inspections,  as  it  was  not  anticipated  when  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  was  appointed  Dairy  Inspector  that 
their  service  in  Dairy  Inspection  would  also  be  required. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses  now  exist  at  Kirkconncl, 
Thornhill  (2).  Penpont,  Moniaive  and  Dunscore  in  Thornhill 
District:  at  Racks  in  Dumfries;  Dornoektown  and  Kirk- 
patrick-FIcming  in  Annan;  Templand  in  Lockerbie;  and 
Lymiecleugh  in  Langholm  Districts.  The  Ivirkpatrick- 
Fleming  slaughter-house  is  one  where  the  business  was 
suspended  for  several  years  and  now  re-established.  The 
slaughtering  of  pigs  in  unlicensed  premises  in  the  Langholm 
District  referred  to  in  last  year's  Report  would  seem  to  have 
ceased,  and  apparently  is  now  carried  on  at  the  farms  where 
the  pigs  arc  bought.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
either  of  nuisance  or  contravention  of  Regulations.  Thirty- 
two  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  and  in  one  instance 
only  was  it  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  an  excessive 
accumulation  of  garbage. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  sanctioned  and  licensed  for  these  are  : — 

(1)  A Bone-boiling  business  at  Thornhill. 

(2)  A Knackery  at  Mosspark. 

(3)  A Manure  Manufactory  at  Mosspark. 

(4)  A Tallow-melting  Factory  at  Racks. 
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The  first  and  fourth- of  those  are  conducted  in  a very 
satisfactory  way,  and  it  is  hoped  that  impro\  cmcnts  mi  the 
second  and  third,  which  have  been  contemplated  for  some 
time  and  arc  now  begun,  may  make  them  as  free  from  com- 
plaint. 

Application  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Knackery,  at  Douglas,  Gretna.  It  was  opposed  largely 
on  the  ground  of  proximity  to  the  reservoirs  for  Gretna 
and  Eastriggs  Townships,  and  was  refused. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

One -hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  have  been  paid  to 
these  and  to  the  premises  of  Outworkers,  all  of  which  have 
been  found  in  a satisfactory  state.  Xo  intimations  have 
been  received  from  the  Inspector  of  Factories  during  the 
3-ear. 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Area,  3S3  acres. 

Population. — The  Census  (1021)  population  was  3028 
(male  1817,  female  2111),  showing  a decrease  of  nearly 
0 9 per  cent,  on  the  Census  of  1911,  which  was  4219  (male 
1959,  female  2200). 

Births. — The  number  registered  in  the  Burgh  during 
the  3'ear  was  89  (30  male,  33  female).  The  rate  per  1000 
living  was  24  058.  This  is  above  the  average  for  the  past 
ten  years  (1911-20),  which  was  21-543,  but  below  the 
averages  of  the  two  previous  decades — 29-692  in  1891- 
1900  ; 28-947  in  1901-1910. 

Seven  births,  or  7-S  per  cent.,  were  illegitimate.  The 
rate  per  1000  unmarried  women  and  widows  living  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  573)  was  12-216. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  399) 
was  205*514. 

Seventy-one  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  They  included  one- 
pair  of  twins,  three  premature  and  two  still-births.  There 
are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915,  known  to  be  practising  in  the  area. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  49.  Three 
deaths  of  non-residents  fell  to  be  deducted,  and  four  of 
usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  he  added, 
making  the  number  for  statistical  purposes  50,  of  which  23 
were  male  and  27  female  deaths.  The  crude  death-rate — 
that  is,  the  death-rate  on  the  registered  figures  only — was 
12-474  per  1000  ; on  the  figures  adjusted  for  transfers 
12-729,  which  the  correction  for  age  and  sex-distribution 
(factor  -9628)  reduces  to  12-255.  The  average  death- 
rate  during  the  past  ten  years  has  been  15*456  ; during  the 
decade  1901-1910,  it  was  14-946,  and  during  1891-1900, 
20-903.  The  deaths  from  various  causes  are  shown  in 
age-groups  in  the  following  table  : — 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN.— DEATHS  IN  1921. 
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Aces  at  Death. — Of  the  50  deaths, 

10  nr  20  per  cent,  were  under  1 year  of  age  ; 

4 or  S per  cent,  were  over  1 but  under  5 ; 

1 or  2 per  cent,  was  over  10  but  under  15  ; 

1 or  2 per  cent,  was  over  25  but  under  35  ; 

2 or  4 per  cent,  were  over  35  but  under  45  ; 

0 or  12  per  cent,  were  over  45  but  under  55  : 

6 or  12  per  cent,  were  over  55  but  under  65  ; 

9 or  IS  per  cent,  were  over  65  but  under  75  ; 

11  or  22  per  cent,  were  over  75. 

Infantile  Mortality.  — The  return  required  by  the 
Board  of  Health  showed  that  the  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  were  10  (5  male.  5 female).  Of  these,  four  occurred 
under  1 week,  one  in  the  1 to  2 week  period,  two  in  the 
2 to  3,  while  three  were  over  4 weeks  but  under  3 months. 
The  causes  of  death  were  Whooping-cough  1,  Broncho- 
Pneumonia  1,  Bronchitis  1.  Enteritis  1,  Congenital  .Mal- 
formation 1,  Premature  Birth  2,  Cellulitis  1,  Septica?mia 
1,  Natural  Causes  1.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  (calcu- 
lated per  1000  births)  was  112.  The  average  of  this  rate 
during  1891-1910  was  123.  During  the  past  ten  years 
(1911-1920)  it  has  been  85. 

Of  the  10  deaths,  8 occurred  in  children  born  in  wedlock, 
and  2 in  children  born  without.  The  respective  infantile 
mortality  rates  were  97  5 and  2X5-7  per  1000  births. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-one  notifications  were 
received — eighteen  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1 vv9,  and  thirteen  in  terms  of 
Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897.  They  include  4 cases  of  suspected 
Enteric  Fever,  5 of  Scarlet  Fever,  6 of  Diphtheria,  3 of 
Erysipelas,  1 of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  4 of  Chickenpox, 
6 of  Pulmonary  and  2 of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  four  cases  of  suspected  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in 
one  household.  The  first  two,  a boy  aged  3 and  a girl 
aged  16,  were  at  first  believed  to.be  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
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.■were  so  notified  and  removed  to  Hospital,  where,  the  symp- 
toms being  anomalous,  they  were  isolated  from  other 
Scarlet  Fever  patients.  The  boy  had  a high  temperature. 
The  girl  showed  a little  indefinite  peeling  on  one  hand,  and 
it  was  suggested  that  she  had  had  a mild  attack  of  Scarlet 
Fever  which  had  been  unobserved,  and  from  which  the  boy 
had  derived  infection.  His  temperature  continued  high 
for  six  days  after  admission,  when  it  dropped  to  normal. 
He  continued  under  observation  for  other  twenty-four 
days,  but  no  symptoms  or  sequelae  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
observed,  and  he  was  then  discharged.  The  girl  showed  no 
symptoms  beyond  the  slight  peeling  referred  to  until  her 
temperature  rose  on  the  22nd  day  after  admission.  In- 
fluenza was  then  suspected,  but  later  the  symptoms 
became  more  like  those  of  Enteric  Fever.  A blood  test 
(Widal)  was  made,  but  was  not  very  conclusive.  A second 
test  was  made  four  days  later,  w as  quite  definitely  positive, 
and  established  the  fact  that  she  was  suffering  from  Enteric 
Fever.  This  discovery  drew  attention  to  the  boy  who  had 
been  discharged.  A test  with  his  blood  gave  a definite 
reaction,  and  the  natural  inference  was,  that  the  illness 
from  which  he  had  suffered  when  admitted  to  the  hospital 
was  neither  Scarlet  Fever  nor  Influenza,  but  Enteric  Fever. 
In  order  to  make  certain  that  he  was  not  in  an  infections 
condition,  he  was  readmitted  to  the  hospital  for  further 
observation  and  examination  of  excreta.  He  remained  for 
eleven  days,  during  which  time  he  showed  no  symptoms. 
His  temperature  .remained  normal,  and  in  two  examina- 
tions of  excreta  in  the  County  Laboratory  enteric  bacilli 
were  not  found. 

Three  days  after  his  discharge  tests ‘were  made  with 
blood  taken  from  the  boy's  mother  and  a baby  aged  nine 
months,  because  of  certain  indefinite  symptoms  that  had 
appeared.  These  tests  were  positive  in  the  case  of  the 
mother,  and  negative  in  the  ca«o  of  the  baby.  Both  were 
admitted  to  the  hospital  for  further  observation  and  ex- 
amination. The  symptoms  proved  to  be  transient,  and 
neither  mother  nor  child  showed  evidence  of  fever  during 
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their  stay  in  hospital,  while  excreta  from  the  mother,  ex- 
amined in  the  laboratory  on  two  separate  occasions,  showed 
that  enteric  bacilli  were  absent. 

The  blood  test  referred  to  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Widal  test,  and  consists  in  a clumping  of  enteric  bacilli  by 
typhoid  blood  scrum.  This  clumping  effect  of  the  scrum 
is  not  usually  observed  in  the  first  week  of  the  disease,  and 
is  sometimes  delayed  till  the  third  Meek  or  even 
later.  It,  however,  remains  a very  long  time  after  the 
attack.  Tn  one  instance  in  Dumfriesshire  m-o  found  it 
fifteen  years  after. 

Of  the  four  cases  reported,  the  baby  evidently  did  not 
suffer  from  Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  tu-o  admitted  as  for 
Scarlet  hover,  the  boy  must  have  been  suffering  from  an 
indefinite  Enteric  Fever  which  infected  the  girl  admitted 
from  the  same  house  with  him.  She  had  a quite  definite 
and  severe  attack.  1 he  case  oi  the  bov  s mother  is  more 
indefinite  and  more  difficult;  but  the  fact  that  she  had  no 
symptoms  while  in  hospital,  and  M as  not  found  to  be  ex- 
creting enteric  bacilli,  Mould  seem  to  show  that  she  had  a 
very  mild  attack,  probably  before  the  other  tM  o,  and  of  the 
ambulant  type,  Mlien  symptoms  Mould  pass  unnoticed. 
As  a considerable  time  had  elapsed  before  the  disease  Mas 
recognised,  it  Mas  found  impossible  to  fix  on  any  definite 
source  of  infection  The  confinement  of  the  outbreak  to 
one  household  put  Mater  and  milk  supplies  out  of  the 
question.  Then  have  been  no  cas  s of  this  ' - >ase  noti- 
fied in  the  Burgh  since  1909,  and  no  cases  in  the  Com- 
bination Hospital  since  1913,  M’hen  three  Mere  admitted 
from  a house  in  the  District. 

The  Burgh  Mas  free  of  Scarlet  Fever  till  the  month 
of  June,  m lien  it  Mas  introduced  from  Edinburgh,  but 
confined  to  one  case.  Other  four  Mere  reported  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  Four  families  were  affected.  There 
Mere  no  fatalities. 

Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported — tM-o  in  January, 
tM’o  in  February,  one  in  March,  and  one  in  December.  Five 
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families  were  affected . Swabs  gave  positive  evidence  in 

five  cases,  negative  in  one.  All  the  patients  made  good 
recoveries. 

Four  cases  of  Chickcnpox  were  intimated.  There 
were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Conscientious  Objec- 
tions to  Vaccination  were  thirty. 

A copy  of  the  return  of  notifications  to  the  Board  of 
Health  is  given  in  the  accompanying  table  : — 


■Til  UNDER  TOE  INFECTIOUS  DlSEA.SE  (NOTIFICATION  \ 
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Housing. — The  special  report  on  houses  in  Lady 
Street.  Back  Lady  Street,  Haining's  Court,  Butt  Street, 
George  Street,  Church  Street.  Kerr's  Close,  Commercial 
Court  and  Gavin's  Court  referred  to  in  last  Annual  Report, 
has  been  under  consideration  of  the  Local  Authority,  and. 
so  far,  orders  issued  for  the  repair  of  two.  These  repairs 
are  long  delayed,  and  most  of  the  houses  are  greatly  below 
the  present-day  standard  of  habitability.  Some,  indeed, 
were  closed  in  1912  and  1913,  but  the  demand  for  houses 
has  been  such  that  they  have  been  re-occupied — on  the  prin- 
ciple, I suppose,  that  a bad  house  is  better  than  no  house. 
The  high  prices  still  prevailing  are  given  as  a reason  for 
delay  in  carrying  out  repairs  and  improvements : and, 
among  other  things,  no  further  progress  appears  to  be  made 
in  the  scheme  for  introducing  water  and  sinks  into  dwelling- 
houses.  the  number  still  without  these  being  stated  at  171. 

Water  Supply. — I am  not  aware  whether  any  samples 
have  been  taken  for  analysis.  A certain  amount  of  algoid 
growth  has  been  observed  in  the  clear-water  tank,  which 
can  only  be  cleaned  out  by  turning  the  water  off  from  the 
town,  as  there  is  no  bve-pass.  The  supply,  however,  appears 
to  be  abundant,  and  no  complaints  regarding  it  blue  been 
made  to  me. 

Sewerage. — The  town  sewers  continue  to  work  satis- 
factorily, but  the  private  drains  are  not  always  equal  to 
the  demands  made  on  them,  and  flooding  occurred  at  Thomas 
Street  and  Bruce  Street,  w here  certain  of  the  houses  suffer 
badly  from  damp. 

Dairies. — These  have  been  kept  under  careful  super- 
vision by  the  Sanitary  Inspcetoi  who  reports  that  they 
are  kept  in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition. 

Slaughter-house.  — The  work  here  has  not  been  so 
active  as  in  the  past  year,  when  it  still  remained  under 
Food  Control.  'Phis  is  shown  in  an  interesting  comparison 
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of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  1020  and  1921,  which  I have 
received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


1920. 

1021, 

Cattle  slaughtered 

. 1,240 

G22 

Sheep  slaughtered 

. .28,407 

1 939 

Rigs  slaughtered 

210 

227 

Calves  slaughtered 

517 

571 

Unsound  Food. — Sixteen  seizures  of  carcases  were 
made.  They  included  108  stones  of  beef,  170  lbs.  of  mutton, 
and  40  stones  of  pork  at  the  slaughter-house,  and  G3  stones 
of  beef  and  35  lbs.  of  mutton  taken  from  vans  in  the  town. 

The  Fell  monger’s  Premises  continue  to  be  kept  in  a 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition,  and  no  complaints  have 
been  received  regarding  it. 

There  are  now  71  Workshops  on  the  Register.  They 
have  been  visited  regularly  and  found  in  a cleanly  state, 
well  ventilated,  and  free  from  overcrowding  or  other  contra- 
vention of  t lit-  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 


Area,  349  acres. 

Population.— At  the  Twelfth  Decennial  Census  (1911) 
this  was  150S  (male  752,  female  756).  At  the  Thirteenth 
(1921)  it.  was  1700  (851  males,  849  females). 


Births.— The  births  registered  in  the  Burgh  were  38 
(29  male,  9 female).  The  rate  per  1000  was  22-353. 
average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  (1911-1920)  va>  -4  919  , 
for  the  decade  1901-1910,  25-030;  for  1891-1900,  26-760. 

One  birth,  or  2-6  per  cent.,  was  illegitimate.  The  rate 
per  1000  unmarried  women  and  widows  living  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  245)  was  4-OS. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  172)  was 

215-11. 


Thirtv-sevcn  births  were  intimated  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  These  included 
one  pair  of  twins,  three  premature  and  two  still-births. 
There  are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915,  practising  in  the  Burgh. 


Deaths.— The  number  registered  was  22.  but  seven 
deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  require  to  be 
added,  making  the  total  29,  of  which  16  were  mal-  and  13 
female  The  tabic  below  shows  the  deaths  classified  as  to 
cause  and  in  age-groups.  The  rate  per  1000  living  was 
17  059.  Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor 
•9776)  it  was  16-659.  'flic  average  rate  for  the  previous 
ten  years  (1911-1920)  was  14  073;  for  the  decade  1901- 
1910,  IS  188  ; and  for  1891-1900,  17  018. 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR.— DEATHS  JN  1921. 


1 Ail 

Cause  of  Death.  J ages.  ' -1  1- 
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Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 
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Ages  at  Death — Of  the  29  deaths, 

3 or  10  34  per  cent,  were  under  1 year  of  age  ; 

3 or  10-34  per  cent,  were  over  1 but  under  5 ; 

1 or  3-45  per  cent,  was  over  5 but  under  10  ; 

2 or  6-90  per  cent,  were  over  15  but  under  25  : 

2 or  0 90  per  cent,  were  over  25  but  under  35  ; 

3 or  10-34  per  cent,  were  over  35  but  under  45  ; 

2 or  G-90  per  cent,  were  over  45  but  under  55  ; 

5 or  17-24  per  cent,  were  over  55  but  under  65  ; 

5 or  17-24  per  cent,  were  over  C5  but  under  75  ; 

3 or  10.  34  per  cent,  were  ovc-r  75. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  return  required  by  the 
Board  of  Health  showed  that  the  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  were  3 (2  male,  1 female).  All  three  were  under  one 
week  old.  In  one  instance  the  cause  of  death  was  con- 
genital malformation,  in  the  other  two  premature  birth. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  (calculated  per  1000  bii-ths) 
was  78-95-  The  average  of  this  rate  during  the  period 
1891-1900  was  106.  During  the  pa<t  ten  years  (1911-20) 
it  has  been  8S. 

The  three  deaths  all  occurred  among  children  born  in 
wedlock. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  notifications 
received  was  77.  'Twenty-eight  were  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  and  forty-nine  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under 
Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  Scotland)  Art,  1897. 
They  included  5 of  Scarlet  Fc-ver,  22  of  Diphtheria,  1 of 
Erysipelas,  1 of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  42  of  Chiekenpox, 
4 of  Primarv  Pneumonia,  1 of  Pulutonarv  and  1 of  Non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  three 
families,  one  case  being  reported  in  August,  two  in  October, 
and  two  in  November.  All  five  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
where  they  made  good  recoveries. 
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The  majority  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  twelve  were  notified, 
A further  outbreak  occurred  in  June,  and  four  cases  were 
notified  in  the  last  quarter.  Twenty- one  families  were 
affected.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  There 
was  one  fatality.  Swabs  gave  positive  evidence  of  pre- 
sence of  diphtheria  bacilli  in  ten,  negative  evidence  in 
twelve. 

Chiekenpox  was  prevalent  during  May,  June  and  July. 
There  were  no  eases  of  Smallpox.  Eighteen  Conscientious 
Objections  to  Vaccination  Mere  intimated. 

A copy  of  the  return  of  Notifications  to  the  Board  of 
Health  is  given  in  the  accompanying  table : — 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Number  of  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtu  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 

Act,  1880. 

Cases  Casos 

DISEASE.  At  all  Under  land  5 and  15nnd  25  and  45  and  65  and  removed  not  re- 
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( Ipht h nli n in  Neonatorum 

Chicken  pox 

Acute  I 'rimary  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
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Housing. — The  number  of  occupied  houses  enumerated 
in  1020  was  38S.  The  complete  Census  returns  for  1021  are 
not  yet  available,  and  the  number  of  houses  enumerated 
then  is  still  unknown.  One  letter  of  complaint  under  the 
Increase  of  Rent  Act  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions) 
Act,  1920,  was  received  and  a report  made  to  the  Town 
Council,  who  ordered  certain  improvements 'to  be  carried 
out.  Five  letters  w’ere  issued  regarding  defects  found. 
Eight  plans,  chiefly  for  additions  of  wash-houses  and  water- 
closets  to  existing  bouses,  were  examined  and  reports*  made 
to  the  Council.  Three  “ Subsidy  ” houses  were  completed 
during  the  year,  and  certificates  of  this  recommended  to  be 
granted. 


The  Common  Lodging-house  has  been  found  in  good 
order  when  inspected,  and  no  contraventions  have  been 
reported. 

The  Water  Supply  was  somewhat  short  in  July,  when 
a complaint  was  received.  Another  complaint  was  made 
of  water  having  been  cut  off  from  two  water-closets  be- 
cause of  leakage,  which  the  house  proprietor  had  neglected 
to  have  repaired. 

The  results  of  examinations  (chemical  stated  as  grains 
per  gallon)  made  during  the  3-ear  have  been  : — 


In  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4t)i  Quarter. 

Total  Solids  4-48  5-60  5-43  4-64 

Saline  Residue 4 15  5-21  5 12  4-20 

Volatile  Matter  -33  -39  -31  -44 

Chlorides  -805  -70  -03  -73 

Nitrates  (N2  0-)  035  -0G8  049  . -032 

Nitrites  nil.  nil.  nil.  nil. 

Free  Ammonia  ....  00063  000798  -00061  -00058 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0053  -00588  -0042  -00336 

- B.  Coli  found  +100  c.c.  -f  lOc.c.  +10cc.  -100c  c. 


The  chemical  results  are  favourable  ; the  bacterio- 
logical are  better  than  they  were  in  1920,  the  sample  for 
the  fourth  quarter  being  particularly  good.  Traces  of 
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suspended  matter  were,  however,  found  in  it  and  in  that  of 
the  second  quarter. 

Sewerage. — This  is  very  much  in  the  same  condition 
as  it  was  in  the  previous  year.  No  complaints  of  the 
effluents  have  been  received.  At  the  north  end  it  is  still 
an  unpurified  effluent.  An  effluent  has  been  added  to 
the  river  at  the  same  point  from  the  Creamery,  and  though 
this  goes  through  a well  constructed  filter,  the  process  has 
to  be  carefully  supervised.  At  the  south  end  the  effluent 
passes  through  tank  and  filter,  but  some  of  the  distributors 
are  unsatisfactory  through  sagging. 

Dairies. — These  arc  still  very  much  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  were  when  specially  reported  on  in  1911. 

The  Slaughter-house  is  usually  in  a satisfactory  state. 
Nothing  requiring  special  report  occurred  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  for  slaughtering  j igs  at  the  premises 
connected  with  the  Creamery  have  been  sanctioned. 

No  contravention  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 
has  been  found  at  any  of  the  Workshops.  No  intimations 
have  been  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector,  and  no 
list  of  Outworkers  has  been  sent  to  us. 
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' 

BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 


Area,  453  acres. 

\ • ; 

Population.— -At  the  Twelfth  Decennial  Census  (1011) 
this  was  2455  (male  1130,  female  1 31 G).  At  the  Thir- 

teenth (1921)  it  was  2344  (male  1041,  female  1303). 


Births. — The  births  registered  in  the  Burgh  were  52 
(22  male,  50  female).  1 he  rate  per  1000  living  was  22-1S4. 
The  average  birth-rate  during  the  previous  ten  years  (1 91 1 -20) 
was  20-401  ; during  1901-10  it  was  21-299:  and  during 
1891-1900,26  706. 

The  illegitimate  births  were  8,  or  15-38  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number.  1 he  rate  per  1000  unmarried  women  and 
widows  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at 
370)  was  21  022. 

'The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  15  and  45  (estimated  at  250)  was  176-000. 

h ifty-one  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Notifications  of  Births  Acts.  Seven  of  them  were 
premature  and  two  still-births.  There  are  no  midwives 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Art,  1915, 
known  to  be  practising  in  the  Burgh. 


Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  25.  The  death 
of  one  non-resident  has  to  be  deducted  and  the  deaths  of 
seven  usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  be  added, 
making  the  total  31,  of  whom  16  were  male  and  15  female. 
The  table  below  shows  the  deaths  classified  as -to  cause  and 
in  age-groups.  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  13  225.  Cor- 
rected for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor  -8896)  this  figure 
becomes  11-765.  The  average  corrected  death-rate  for 
the  previous  ten  years  (1911-20)  was  14-889  ; for  1901-10. 
14-444;  for  1891-1900,  15-009. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE.— DEATHS  IN  1921 


Cause  of  Death. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargies 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
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Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
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...I...... 

Abdominal  I uborculosis . 
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Other  luberuulous  jjieea^cs 
Malignant  Tumours 
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Rheumatic  I ever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 
Apoplexy  .... 
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Heart  Disease  • • , 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

! 

... 
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::: 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respirator}'  Diseases  .. 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright's  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
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Malformations 

Suicide  ..... 
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^ iolonoo  (excluding  Suicide) 
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Ages  at  Death — Of  the  31  deaths, 


V 


V 


5 or  1 G- 1 3 per  cent,  were  under  1 Arear  of  age  ; 

1  or  3.22  per  cent,  was  over  1 but  under  5 ; 

1 or  3.22  per  cent,  was  over  5 but  under  10  ; 

1 or  3-22  per  cent,  was  over  15  but ‘under  25  ; 

2 or  6-45  per  cent,  were  over  25  but  under  35  ; 
1 or  3-22  per  cent.  Avas  over  35  but  under  45  ; 

3 or  9-6S  per  cent,  were  over  45  but  under  55  ; 
1 or  3-22  per  cent,  was  over  55  but  under  65  ; 
1 or  3-22  per  cent,  was  over  55  but  under  65  ; 

13  or  41  94  per  cent,  were  over  65  but  under  75  ; 
3 or  9-68  per  cent,  were  over  75. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  five  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age.  The  infantile  mortality  (calculated  per 
1000  births)  was  96- 15.  The  average  of  this  rate  during 

the  period  1891-1910  was  102.  During  the  past  ten  years 
(1911-20)  it  has  been  85. 

The.  return  required  by  the  Board  of  Health  showed 
that  of  the  five  deaths  one  was  due  to  Meningitis  and  four 
to  Premature  Birth.  Two  were  under  one  week,  one  over 
three  but  under  four  weeks,  one  over  two  but  under  three 
months,  and  one  over  six  but  under  nine  months.  All 
the  deaths  occurred  among  children  legitimately  born. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Seventeen  notifications  were 
received — eleven  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act.  1889,  and  six  in  terms  of  Regula- 
tions made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  They  included  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  ten 
of  Diphtheria,  four  of  Pulmonary  and  two  of  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

The  single  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  November. 
The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year — two  in  February,  four  in  March,  two  in  April  and  two 
in  June.  Included  among  them  was  one  where  the  swab 
failed  to  show  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli,  but  where 
paralysis  of  a post-diphtheritic  type  supervened,  the  patient 
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flying  of  pneumonia.  All  the  other  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital,  where  two  fatalities  occurred.  Ten  families 
were  affected.  The  swabs  from  five  gave  positive  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli;  from  other  five  the 
evidence  was  negative. 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  included  in  the  County 
report  on  this- disease.  Four  were  sent  to  Sanatoria  and 
one  to  Hospital. 

There  w ere  no  notifications  of  Chickenpox,  and  no  cases 
of  Smallpox  were  reported.  Four  Conscientious  Objec- 
tions to  Vaccination  were  intimated. 

A copy  of  the  return  of  Notifications  to  the  Board  of 
Health  is  given  in  the  accompanying  table  : — 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE 

Number  or  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 

Act,  1889. 
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Housing. — Details  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Census 
have  not  yet  been  published,  and  the  number  of  occupied 
houses  then  enumerated  is  still  unknown.  In  1920  they 
were  595,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  (1922) 
they  were  620.  The  Housing  Scheme  has  to  some  extent 
relieved  the  shortage  that  has  been  experienced  in  Lockerbie 
as  elsewhere. 


The  Common  Lodging-house  has  been  found  in  a 
cleanly  state  and  in  good  order  at  all  the  visits — twenty- 
live — made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Nine  intimations  of  Nuisances  were  made  to  the  persons 
responsible  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  S.  19  of 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  lt>97.  No  notices  under 
S.  20  of  the  same  Act  were  required. 


The  Water  Supply  was  somewhat  short  during  the 
period  of  dry  weather.  No  complaint  regarding  the  quality 
was  made  to  me.  A sample  taken  on  22nd  June  gave  the 
following  results  (stated  as  grains  per  gallon)  : — 


Total  Solids  ..  S-96 

Saline  Residue  S-51 

Volatile  Matter  -45 

Chlorine  . -77 

Nitrates  ...  ....  031 

Nitrites  . . nil. 

Free  Ammonia  .....  00077 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ....  00756 

B.  Coli  absent  from  100  c.c. 


The  sample  is  similar  to  one  taken  in  1920,  but  rather 
better  in  some  of  the  items. 


A considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  at  the  Sewage 
Works  during  the  year,  over  1000  cubic  yards  of  sludge 
being  taken  from  the  tanks  and  grit  chambers  in  t lie  months 
of  April,  May,  and  June.  No  analysis  has  been  made  of 
the  etnuent,  but  there  have  been  no  complaints  regarding  it. 
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The  Slaughter-house  continues  to  be  well  conducted. 
Several  visits  were  made  by  me,  when  it  was  always  found 
in  good  order.  The  meat  produced  is  usually  of  high 
Quality.  Only  three  seizures  were  made,  two  being  for 
Tuberculosis. 

Milk.— Tin  •ee  premises  are  registered  for  production 
and  sale  of  milk.  These  are  all  kept  in  a satisfactory 
state.  The  main  distribution  of  milk  in  the  Burgh  is 
from  the  Creamery  of  the  Dumfriesshire  Dairy  Company. 

The  Workshops  have  been  found  in  a Cleanly  state 
when  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  no  notices 
or  other  proceedings  have  be.en  required. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 


Area,  305  acres. 

Population, — At  the  Twelfth  Decennial  Census  (1911) 
this  was  2079  (male  895,  female  11S4).  At  the  Thirteenth 
(1921)  it  was  2426  (male  10S7,  female  1339).  This  latter 
Census  was  taken  in  June  instead  of  April. 

Births. — The  births  registered  were  35  (23  male, 
12  female).  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  14-427.  The 
average  birth-rate  of  the  ])revious  ten  years  (191 1-20)  has 
been  16-337  ; of  the  decade  1901-10,  15-761  ; and  for 
1S91-1900,  18-532. 

One  birth  was  illegitimate,  giving  a percentage  of  2-S 
to  the  total  number,  and  a rate  per  1000  unmarried  women 
and  widows  living  between  15  and  45  (estimated  at  460) 
of  2-174. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  ISO) 
was  18S-89. 

Twenty-seven  births  were  intimated  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  They  included 
two  premature  and  one  still-birth.  There  are  no  mid- 
wives within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 
1915,  practising  in  the  Burgh. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  20.  One  death  of  a 
non-resident  requires  to  be  deducted,  and  three  of  usual 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  be  added,  leaving  the 
total  at  22.  Nine  were  male,  and  thirteen  female.  The 
deaths,  classified  according  to  cause  and  in  age-groups,  arc 
shown  in  the  table  below.  The  rate  per  1000  living  was 
9-068.  Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor 

•8495)  this  figure  becomes  7 7<i4.  The  average  corrected 
rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  (1911-20)  was  13  972  ; for 
the  decade  1901-10,  12  025;  and  for  1891-1900,  15-695. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT.— DEATHS  IN  192i. 


Cause  of  Death. 


All 

ages. 


-1 


1-  5-  1 0 : 1 5~25- 35-45- 55-;G5-  75 


Rate* 
per  1000. 


Enteric  Fever 
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Tjphus  Fever 
Smallpox 
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Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough  . 
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•• 
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... 
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! 

■ 

Diphtheria  . 

Imluenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 
■Corebro-spinal  Meningitis  ! 
Epidemic  Diseases 

I ... 
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... 

1 *** 

I 

... 

... 

1 .’!! 

. . • 

... 

I .. 

I .. 
!.. 

•ruimonnry  Phthisis 
■Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .* 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  I \ ver  . ’ * 
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A * * 

1::: 
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i ::: 
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1-051 
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Ait  art  JUisease 
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ui  -literies 

Bronchitis  . 

^p^umonia  (all  forms)  .’ 
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i 

* * * 

Wtfcer  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
appendicitis 

V vc;r  Diseases  (not  Malignant)’ 
* . liritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Fuerperal  Sepsis  . 

PtEcr  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
. Malformations 
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Ages  at  Death. — Of  the  22  deaths, 

1 or  4 54  per  cent,  occurred  under  1 year  ; 

1 or  4-54  per  cent,  occurred  over  5 but  under  10  ; 

1 or  4- 54  per  cent,  occurred  over  15  but  under  25  ; 

1 or  4-54  per  cent,  occurred  over  35  but  under  45  ; 

1 or  4 54  per  cent,  occurred  over  45  but  under  55  ; 

3 or  13-64  per  cent,  occurred  over  55  but  under  65  ; 

3 or  13-64  per  cent,  occurred  over  65  but  under  75  ; 

6 or  27-23  per  cent,  occurred  over  75  but  under  85  ; 

5 or  20-73  per  cent,  occurred  over  85. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  under  one 
year  of  age.  It  was  due  to  Enteritis.  • The  infantile 
mortality  rate  (calculated  per  1000  births)  was  28-57.  The 
average  of  this  rate  during  the  past  ten  years  (1911-20) 
was  38  ; from  1891  to  1910  it  was  75.  The  death  occurred 
in  an  infant  legitimately  horn,  the  age  being  over  six  but 
under  nine  months. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Seven  notifications  were  received- 
three  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Xotifi- 
cation)  Act,  1889,  and  four  in  terms  of  Regulations  made 
under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897,  They  included  one  case  of  Diphtheria,  two  of 
Erysipelas  and  four  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  ease  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  as  "suspicious," 
for  observation  at  Hospital.  During  the  patient's  stay 
there  three  swabs  were  taken,  all  with  negative  results, 
and  the  symptoms  cleared  up  without  any  sequelae. 

The  eases  of  Tuberculosis  are  includes!  in  the  general 
report  for  the  County.  Two  were  sent  to  Sanatoria,  one 
to  Westmorland,  and  one  to  Bridge-of-Wcir. 

Xo  eases  of  Olnckcnpox  were  reported.  Smallpox 
was  absent.  Xo  Conscientious  Objections  to  Vaccination 
were  intimated. 

A summary  of  t ho  Return  of  Notifications  to  the 
Board  of  Health  is  given  in  the  acoompnm  i:  table  : — 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 

Act,  J8S9. 
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terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897. 


Housing. — The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
1020  enumeration  by  the  police  was  521.  The  enumeration 
at  the  Census  1021  has  not  yet  been  made  known,  but 
one  taken  since  shows  that  there  are  53S  occupied. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  that  certain 
houses  on  a high  level  arc  sometimes  short,  this  may*  be 
said  to  be  satisfactory.  I am  not,  however,  aware  whether 
any  samples  have  been  taken  for  Analysis.  Though  the 
gathering  ground  is  good  and  there  is  little  risk  of  conta- 
mination, it  would  be  well  to  have  such  samples  taken  now 
and  again.  Useful  information  helping  the  control  of  the 
water  as  regards  quality  would  be  obtained. 

The  Sewage  Works  are  to  the  south  of  the  Burgh. 
They  consist,  as  has  been  explained  in  previous  reports, 
of  septic  tank  and  filter  beds.  The  effluent  produced  has 
created  little  perceptible  nuisance  in  the  stream  into  which 
it  ultimatcl}’  discharges.  As  regards  house  drains,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  the  application  of  the  smoke 
test  to  four  new  systems  and  nine  existing  systems. 

Nuisances  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  were 
forty-one.  They  consisted  chiefly  of  choked  drains, 
defective  water-closets  and  sanitary  fittings.  Nine  in- 
timations were  issued.  In  no  case  was  a notice  under 
Section  20  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1807, 
required,  and  no  certificates  have  been  asked  from  me. 

The  Slaughter-house  belongs  to  the  Local  Authority 
and  is  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

I'll  ere  are  two  Milkshops  from  which  milk  produced 
outside  the  Burgh  is  sold.  They  have  always  been  found 
in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition  when  inspected. 

There  are  five  Bakehouses  and  fifty-one  other  Work- 
shops on  the  Begistcr.  Premises  have  usually  been  found 
to  be  well  kept,  clean  and  satisfactory. 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Area,  204  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Twelfth  Decennial  Census  (1011) 
1 his  was  2030  (male  1315.  female  1615).  At  the  Thir- 
teenth it  was  2053  (male  1151.  female  1502). 

Births. — The  births  registered  were  40  (25  male,  21 
female).  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  17-330.  The 
average  birth-rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  (1011-20) 
was  15  028;  for  the  decade  1901-10,  • 17-895  ; and  for 
1301-1900,  20-112. 

One  birth  was  illegitimate,  giving  a percentage  of 
2-17  to  the  total,  and  a rate  of  2-137  per  1000  unmarried 
women  and  widows  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
(these  being  estimated  at  46S). 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  225) 
was  199-90. 

Forty-eight  births  were  intimated  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  They  included 
one  premature  and  still-birth.  There  are  no  midwives 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915, 
practising  in  the  Burgh. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  47.  Four 
deaths  of  non-residents  require  to  be  deducted  and  three 
of  usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  he  added, 
leaving  the  number  at  46,  of  which  13  were  male  and  33 
female.  The  table  given  below  shows  the  deaths  classified 
as  to  cause  and  in  age-groups.  The  rate  per  1.000  living 
was  17-330  ; corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor 
•8714)  it  was  15-100.  The  average  corrected  death-rate 
of  the  ten  previous  years  (101 1-20)  was  15  105  : for  1001-10, 
14-876;  for  1891-1900,  14-545. 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM.— DEATHS  IN  1921. 


Cause  or  Death. 


Lnteno  * ever  ... 
Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox  .... 
SIei«le3  .... 
‘Scarlet  Fever 
Y.'jtiooping-oough  . 

Diphtheria  .... 
Influenza  .... 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
f ‘ rebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
’ 1 Jignant  Tumours 
I’.heumatio  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 
Apoplexy  . ... 

Heart  Disease 
Diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis  .... 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &o.  . 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

Suicide  .... 
Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 
Other  Definod  Diseases  . 
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Ages  at  Death. — Of  the  46  deaths, 

3 or  6-52  per  cent,  were  under  1 year  ; 

1 or  217  per  cent,  was  over  1 luit  under  5 ; 

2 or  4-3.7  per  cent,  were  over  5 but  under  10  ; 

2 or  4.35  per  cent-  were  over  15  but  under  25  ; 

3 or  6-52  per  cent,  were  over  25  but  under  35  ; 

2 or  4-35  per  cent,  were  over  45  but  under  55  ; 

S or  17-39  per  cent,  were  over  55  but  under  65  ; 

7 or  15-22  per  cent,  were  over  65  but  under  75  ; 

18  or  39-13  per  cent,  were  over  75. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  return  to  the  Board  of 
Health  showed  that  of  the  three  deaths  which  occurred 
under  one  year  of  age,  two  were  due  to  premature  birth 
and  one  to  convulsions.  The  three  were  each  under  one 
week  and  were  all  legitimately  born.  The  Infantile  Mor- 
tality rate  (calculated  per  1000  births)  Mas  65-22.  The 
average  of  this  rate  from  ISO!  to  1910  was  93.  During 
the  past  ten  years  (1911-20)  it  has  been  03. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eleven  notifications  were  re- 
ceived— six  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1S89,  and  five  in  terms  of  Regulations 
made  under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  They  included  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
four  of  Diphtheria,  one  of  Puerperal-  Fever,  one  of  Primary 
Pneumonia,  and  four  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  single  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  July. 
The  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital,  where  she  made  a 
good  recovery,  and  nothing  further  happened. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  Diphtheria,  two  proved  fatal. 
One  Mas  a visitor.  Swabs  in  three  cases  gave  positive 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli,  and  in  one 
case  negative. 

No  cases  of  Chic-kenpox  Mere  reported.  Smallpox 
did  not  appear.  Two  Conscientious  Objections  to  Vacci- 
nation Mere  intimated. 

A summary  of  the  Return  of  Notifications  to  the 
Board  of  Health  is  given  in  the  accompanying  tabic  : — 
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Ophthalmia  N conn  ton  im 
Acute  l’rimnry  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculofsis 
Non-I*ulmonnry  TxiborculosiB 


Housing. — The  number  of  inhabited  houses  enumerated 
in  1920  was  781.  The  Census  Report  for  Dumfriesshire 
not  being  vet  published,  the  number  enumerated  there  is 
not  known.  The  house  at  88  High  Street  referred  to  in 
last  report  is  to  be  reconstructed  in  such  fashion  as  will 
remove  or  mitigate  the  damp  from  which  it  suffered.  A 
much  needed  improvement  on  the  street  will  at  1 he  same  time 
be  carried  out  in  respect  that  the  front  wall  which  projects 
beyond  the  line  of  other  houses  will  be  taken  down  and 
set  back,  the  Town  Council  compensating  the  proprietor 
for  the  ground  that  will  then  be  taken  into  the  roadway. 
As  regards  other  housing  matters,  the  high  prices  jjrevailing 
have  prevented  more  being  done  than  immediate  and  neces- 
sary, small  repairs. 

The  Common  Lodging-house,  which  was  closed  during 
the  war  has  not  been  reopened,  and  there  is  none  in  the 
Burgh  at  the  present  time. 

Tents  and  Vans. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  the  rules  relating  to  camping  on  the  Kilngreen  have 
been  better  observed  during  the  year,  and  especially  during 
July.  There  has  in  consequence  been  greater  freedom 
from  nuisance,  but  some  form  of  sanitary  convenience 
would  seem  to  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  campers  who 
remain  on  the  field  overnight. 


Water  Supply. — This  is  from  springs  on  Terrona,  and 
is  usually  very  satisfactory.  There  was  some  fear  of 
shortage  in  the  early  summer.  Inspection  by  the  Burgh 
Surveyor  revealed  considerable  leakages  from  some  of  the 
underground  service  pipes..  When  these  were  repaired, 
the  supply  became  very  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  town 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  There  is  some  dis- 
colouration from  rains  coming  after  periods  of  drought. 
As  the  area  round  certain  of  the  springs  is  peaty  there 
would  seem  to  be  good  reason  for  occasional  analyses  of 
the  supply,  more  particularly  with  reference  to  its  acidity 
and  pi  umbo-solvency. 
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Sewage. — The  conditions  of  the  time  and  the  excessive 
prices  have  prevented  anything  being  done  under  the 
agreement  arrived  at  between  the  Local  Government 
Board  (now  Board  of  Health).  County  Council,  and  Town 
Council  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage.  The  delay  maj- 
not  be  altogether  without  advantage,  as  the  experiments 
with  activated  sludge  seem  to  be  pointing  the  way  to  -till 
cheaper  and  more  satisfactory  methods  of  disposal  of  sewage 
than  we  have  at  present. 

Slaughter-house. — There  are  three  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Burgh,  which  are  kept,  on  the.  whole,  in  very 
fair  condition.  Two  are  close  to  dwelling-houses — prac- 
tically under  the  same  roof.  The  limewashing  required 
during  the  year  has  been  attended  to,  as  also  the  cleansinc, 
but  soiling  of  walls  has  not  always  been  quite  promptly 
removed  after  slaughtering. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  now  five  on  the 
Register.  Plans  for  a new  byre  behind  8$  High  Street 
have  been  submitted  and  approved.  These  show  a very 
good  type  of  dairy  premises  where,  if  regulations  are 
attended  to,  good  clean  milk  should  he  easily  produced. 

Workshops. — There  are  twenty-two  on  the  Register. 
They  include  the  premises  of  five  bakers,  six  tailors,  three 
dressmakers,  one  saddler,  two  printers,  two  shoemakers, 
one  joiner  and  two  laundries.  These  premises  have  been 
usually  found  in  a cleanly  state  and  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 
The  attention  of  the  owners  had  to  be  draw  n to  defects  in 
two  instances.  .\o  complaints  were  received  from  1 lie 
Factory  Inspector. 

Nuisances. — Thirty-four  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  They  included  seven  relating  to 
accumulations  of  refuse,  seven  to  defective  water-closets, 
eight  to  choked  drains,  traps,  &c.,  five  to  defective  sink- 
wastes,  two  to  defective  gas-pipes,  one  to  a dirty  pigsty e, 
and  four  of  a miscellaneous  character. 
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LABORATORY. 


County  Health  Laboratory, 
Dumfries. 

To  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  a Report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
County  Health  Laboratory  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1921. 

Two'  thousand  and  twentj7-two  examinations  were 
made  during  the  year,  a summary  of  which  is  appended. 

Swabs  fop.  Diphtheria. 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty  swabs  were  examined, 
of  which  ST  were  positive  and  7-13  negative — a large 
number  of  the  latter  were  from  contacts  where  institutions 
were  involved.  In  addition,  7 swabs  were  examined  for 
other  organisms. 

Sputa  fob  Tubercle. 

Of  330  specimens  submitted,  104  contained  tubercle 
bacilli,  246  being  negative.  Twenty  additional  sputa  were 
examined  for  organisms,  mostly  with regard  to  preparation 
of  Vaccines.  . . 

Blood  for  Widal. 

Twenty  tests  were  carried  out — in  some  cases  being 
repeated  for  the  same  patient.  All  specimens  were 
tested  for  B.  Typhosus  and  B.  Paratyphosus  (A  and  B). 

Washerman  Reactions. 

For  this  reaction  170  bloods  and  3 Ccrebro-spinal  fluids 
were  examined.  As  above,  the  same  patient  in  some 
cases  was  submitted  to  repeated  tests. 
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Examinations  for  Gonococci. 

Eighty-seven  examinations  were  made,  mostly  from 
rural  districts,  as  opposed  to  the  predominant  urban 
incidence  of  specimens  for  the  Wasserraan  reaction. 

Examinations  for  Spironema  Pallidum. 

Six  specimens  were  examined,  in  2 of  ■which  the  organism 
was  found.  The  pre- Washerman  stage  of  the  patients 
marks  the  importance  of  this  examination  as  a means  of 
early  .diagnosis  in  Syphilis. 


Anthrax. 

Forty  specimens  of  bovine  blood  were  examined,  of 
which  8 were  infected  with  B.  Anthracis — all  confirmed  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  One  specimen  of  Bone-meal 
suspected  of  being  a source  of  infection  was  negative. 

Malaria. 

Only  2 specimens  submitted,  one  of  which  contained 
the  parasite. 

F/ECES. 

Thirty  specimens  were  examined  in  all.  Ten  examined 
for  Enteric,  4 for  Dysentery,  1 for  ■‘.Salmonella"  group, 
1 for  parasites.  All  were  negative.  Two  out  of  o examined 
for  the  Tubercle  bacillus  were  positive.  Xinespeeiiucns  were 
for  general  examination. 


Urines. 

Twenty-seven  specimens  examined  in  all — 12  for 
organisms,  0 for  general  examination,  .”>  for  Tubercle,  2 
for  Enteric,  1 for  sugar,  and  1 for  Bilharzia.  These 
latter  were  all  negative. 

Examinations  of  Pcs  and  Pathological  Fluids. 

One  hundred  and  five  specimens  were  examined  for 
organisms,  and  in  some  cases  for  preparation  of  Vaccines. 
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Of  the  total  number.  67  were  sent  from  the  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Royal  Infirmary. 

Examinations  ok  Milk. 

Seven  examinations  in  all.  One  was  for  evidence  of 
Tubercle,  which  was  found  to  be  present  ; the.  other  6 
were  for  general  examination. 

Examinations  of  Waters. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-two  samples  were  examined. 
Of  these,  13d  were  from  Gretna  Waterworks,  56  from 
special  water  districts,  and  the  rest  from  various  other 
sources  in  the  districts  and  burghs  of  the  County. 

Miscellaneous  Examinations. 

These  were  11  in  number,  and  included  the  brain  of 
a dog  suspected  of  rabies  ; an  appendix  ; hair  for  Ring- 
worm (3)  ; bread  and  ham,  for  presence  of  organisms  as 
a source  of  food-poisoning  ; contents  of  a thyro-glossal 
cyst  ; stomach  contents  ; and  membrane  from  throat  (2). 

Vaccines. 

Forty-five  were  prepared  from  specimens  for  the  use  of 
practitioners,  mostly  mixed  strains  of  organisms. 

The  total  of  2022  examinations  is  the  largest  yet 
recorded  in  the  Laboratory. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


John  Ritchie. 
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